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The Difference 
By Ruth Van Gorder 


NE fell beneath a heavy blow, 

And lay and wallowed in his woe; 
He spurned the compensating grace, 
And bitterness grew in his face. 


Another likewise suffering 

Rose strengthened by his chastening; 
The world has shared his recompense— 
And Christ is all the difference. 


John's Head on a Platter 


What death could be surrounded 
with more mystery and perplexity than 
John the Baptist’s? He was the herald 
of the Saviour, fulfilling prophecy and 
pointing to “the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” The 
Lord Jesus paid him high tribute when 
He clearly implied that he was not like 
a reed shaken with the wind, or a man 
clothed in soft raiment, but a prophet 
foretold by Isaiah and Malachi, and 
than whom “among them that are born 
of women there hath not risen a 
greater” (Matt. 11:7-11). “He was a 
burning and a shining light” (John 5: 
35)—like the burning bush, not at once 
consumed, but causing men to stop and 
listen to God. But he was cast into 
prison, and from his dungeon he sent 
two of his disciples to ask the Lord 
Jesus, “Art thou he that should come, 
or do we look for another?” He was 


not delivered from prison, but given 


evidence that Christ was the Messiah, 
and told that “blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me” (Matt, 11: 
6). To the flesh, this would seem but 
small comfort; and matters went from 
bad to worse. John had been thrown 
into prison because he had «rebuked 
Herod for having Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife. Now the daughter of this 
licentious woman danced before Herod 
on his birthday and pleased him, so 
much so that “he promised with an oath 
to give her whatsoever she would ask.” 
Even he, a heathen ruler, was “sorry” 
and doubtless shocked at the revolting 
demand made by these two wicked 
women: “Give me here John Baptist’s 
head in a charger” (or large platter, 
Matt. 14:8). After the suggestive, Ori- 
ental dance came the awful, gory scene. 
There were the eyes that had made 
sinners tremble, now sightless; there 
were the lips that had preached re- 
pentance with such power, now silent; 
and there was the severed neck that 
had held up that noble head. From an 
earthly point of view how wrong every- 
thing seemed: prison for preaching 
righteousness, no deliverance by the 
Messiah who was performing miracles, 
the prophet apparently completely in 
the power of the heathen ruler, and 
finally his ignominious death at the 
whim of a dancing girl and her schem- 
ing mother! How Satan could use all 
a 


this to discourage John’s disciples and 
those who were beginning to believe 
in the Messiah! But when this strange 
and awful scene is viewed from above, 
with the light of Heaven and the Word 
upon it, it has comfort for us. Here 
was a man who had been specifically 
mentioned by Old Testament prophets, 
whose birth was announced to his father 
by an angel from Heaven, who was 
“filled with the Holy Ghost, even from 
his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15); and 
as he grew up he despised the ordinary 
comforts of life and his one aim was 
to bring men to the Saviour. Yet God 
allowed this chosen instrument of His 
to die in this way. If anyone should 
have had special privileges. and pro- 
tection, it would seem to be John the 
Baptist; yet he was left in the hands of 
wicked men and women, like his Mas- 
ter, who was “delivered by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God” (Acts 2:23). This ought to silence 
any complaint on our part at God’s 
dealings with us, who come far short 
of John in his consecration and power. 
No “accident,” no suffering, no injus- 
tice from men, nor any death in inex- 
plicable circumstances should cause us 
to stumble and charge God with unfair- 
ness and carelessness. Let us rather 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus 
to John in prison, “And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall not be offended in me.” 


The Five Valiant Saints on the Curaray 


A review by Dr. J. C. Macaulay of “Through Gates of Splendor,” by 


Elisabeth Elliot. 


(Harper and Brothers, New York 16, $3.75. May be 


Ordered from the Times Book Service, 1800 Arch St., Philadelphia 3.) 


records of noble and heroic deeds. 
War, scientific research, explora- 
tion can all display a worthy roster of 
the great. But no human endeavor can 
boast a grander march of the brave 


Ts history of man contains many 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble” 
(Psa. 46:1). 

















than can the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Frequently unsung and unknown, the 
missionaries of the.Cross have, like the 
Apostle Paul, counted not their lives 
dear unto themselves, so that they might 
finish their course, and the ministry 
which they so firmly believed they had 
received from the Lord Jesus (Acts 
20:24). Their valor and their sacrifice 
have been all the nobler, because ex- 
pended in the noblest cause of all—the 
Kingdom of God and the salvation of 
men. 

Once in a generation a saga of mis- 
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sionary heroism and devotion will be- 
come world news, not because those 
involved seek publicity, but through a 
concurrence of circumstances beyond 
their control. Such was the case in the 
story related by Mrs. Elisabeth Elliot 
in her outstanding missionary volume, 
“Through Gates of Splendor.” In addi- 
tion to the Christian humility of the 
participants in this dramatic episode, 
the operation described demanded se- 
crecy, lest curiosity or other ulterior 
motives should bring men to the scene 
whose presence and activity would de- 
feat the whole purpose. But within 
moments of what men would call the 
“tragic end” of the undertaking, the 
news had been flashed around the world, 
and the whole church was first shocked, 
and then intensely stirred. These cir- 
cumstances made it imperative that an 
authoritative account of the proceedings 
be given to the Christian (and the non- 
Christian) public. This book is the an- 
swer to that demand. 

It is the story of five young men: Ed Mc- 
Cully, Pete Fleming, Nate Saint, Roger 
Youderian, and Jim Elliot. Any one 
of them would have carved out for 
himself a notable career in the secular 
world had his lot been cast there. But 
for all five of them the idea of a career 
had faded in the light of a higher vision. 
Their first loyalty was to Jesus Christ, 
their Lord; and, believing that He had 
commissioned them to bear His Gospel 
to the Indians of Ecuador, they Zgave 
unswerving devotion to that pursuit. 
Their devotion cost them their lives, but 
won for them the martyr’s crown. 

With remarkable skill and literary 
planning, the book introduces the five 
men, one at a time, telling of their back- 
ground, training, and spiritual prepara- 
tions for missionary service. They cer- 
tainly were not five peas in one pod, 
but personalities so distinct and color- 
ful that one is sure that if ever they 
got together something would happen! 
As it did. 

How the five were brought together, 
and how they came to one driving con- 
viction that God was leading them to 
pioneer an approach to the savage, 
stone-age Aucas, is a fascinating part 
of the story. Then comes the descrip- 
tion of the long, careful, prayerful plan- 
ning, in which the varied skills of these 
men came into play. The operation 
itself began with the “softening” proc- 
‘ess, the dropping of gifts, and other 
devices calculated to assure the Aucas 
that these were friends who were ap- 
proaching them. Then came D-day, 
when these young men landed in Auca 
territory and waited for their “neigh- 
bors” to come to their encampment on 
the Curaray. The success of their mis- 
sion seemed assured when contact was 
made, apparently in a friendly atmos- 
phere. Then silence closed in, the 
eagerly awaited reports failed to come 
through, and the end of the story was 
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told by the search parties—all five 
killed by the spears of the Aucas. 

The heroism of the five martyrs is 
fully matched by that of their wives. 
The fact that this book was written by 
one of them, and that it was written 
with such combined candor and deli- 
cacy, are amazing evidence of that spirit. 
It took the courage and discipline that 
come from an unflinching faith in God 
ato do it, just as it required courage and 


- discipline on the part of Marj Saint to 


stay by the radio controls during those 
days of almost unbearable stress and 
suspense. 

Betty Howard Elliot, daughter of the 
Editor of THE SunDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, and 
wife of one of the five, was well fitted 
for this literary task which was thrust 
upon her. She is an able writer in 
both p#ose and verse. The book, then, 
is not a stiff rehearsal of facts. It lives, 
so that the reader almost feels himself 
a part of the scene depicted. One does 
not need a photograph to see the pic- 
ture in this paragraph: “Leaving the 
city, the bus climbed up over the 
paramo, where a cold drizzle added to 
the bleakness of great stretches of 
brown grass. An occasional Indian gal- 
loped by on horseback, red wool poncho 
flying in the strong wind. A woman 
dressed in a heavy wool skirt and em- 
broidered blouse passed at a dogtrot, 
*the usual gait of the Indian of the high 
Andes. Her baby, dressed exactly as 
she was, complete with fedora, joggled 
in a cloth on her back. The mother’s 
hands moved nimbly, spinning wool on 
a spindle.” 

Mrs. Elliot- draws largely from the 
diaries and reports of the five men, and 
especially from the daily “log” of Nate 
Saint. The diaries are intimate por- 


‘Betty and Valerie Elli 
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traits of the men in their spiritual as- 
pirations, commitments, and struggles, 
and the reports have all the energy 
and vivacity that one would expect of 
men launching out on such a daring un- 
dertaking. Jim Elliot’s diary at points 
reads like a twentieth century edition 
of Murray McCheyne or Samuel Ruth- 
erford. Here is a characteristic item: 
“Wherever you are, be all there. Live 
to the hilt every situation you believe 
to be the will of God.” On the lighter 


side, take this description of “Palm 
Beach” from Nate Saint: “Except for 
forty-seven billion flying insects of 


every sort, this place is a little para- 
dise.” . 

One of the most revealing and sober- 
ing extracts is from the diary of Roger 
Youderian, the missionary to the Jivaros 
who was invited to join Operation 
Auca. It is a brutally frank appraisal 
of himself when, after three years of 
missionary life, he judged himself a 
failure. It gives one a startling insight 
into the struggles through which many 
a missionary passes, but which are 
rarely told. There is no chapter in the 
book that more urgently calls for our 
prayers on behalf of our missionaries 
in heathen lands. In the case of this 
man, however, the temptation to quit, 
although strong, beat against a ‘spirit 
wholly devoted to Christ, and the chal- 
lenge of the Aucas found him ready. 

While the reader is at first enthralled 
with the story itself, he cannot but be- 
come alive to the spirit of the writer. 
She has succeeded in detaching herself 
from the narrative to such an extent 
that only occasionally are we reminded 
that it is one of the widows who is 
giving us this’ account. There is no 
trace of self-pity, nor the remotest plea 
for the reader’s pity, unless it be toward 
the murderers and the whole Auca 
tribe, who so desperately need Christ. 
On the positive side, while it is the de- 


(Continued on page 469) 








Notes on Open Letters 





A CORRECTION 

I think your notice about Israel’s 
budget in a recent issue of THE SuN- 
DAY ScHooL Times is a mistake. The 
currency in Israel is also called pound 
and on one English pound there are 
five Israeli pounds. The actual bud- 
get in American money therefore is 
just one-fifth of your figure, or 
$477,000,000.—An editor in Sweden. 


The statement was mistakenly made 
in the Tres (Feb. 9, p. 110) that “the 
‘budget for this little country of less 
than two million population is $2,388,- 
500,000, or more than $1,100 for every 
man, woman, and child.” The correct 
figures would be, for the budget, $476,- 
000,000, or more than $238 for every man, 
woman, and child. 
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Billy Graham Begins His Campaign in New York City 


Nearly every seat is taken in Madison Square Garden 
on the opening night 


O JOIN in the singing of “All Hail 
the Power of Jesus’ Name,” with 
an audience of over 18,000 people, 
including a choir of 1,500, led by Cliff 
Barrows, is an unforgettable experi- 
ence. It was thrilling as the amplified 
tones of the piano, played by Ted Smith, 
of the organ, played by Paul Michelson, 
and the harmony of the voices rose 
toward the high roof of Madison Square 
Garden at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 
15. When Billy Graham had come onto 
the platform just a few minutes before 
that, the audience had applauded. After 
the singing, Grady Wilson, Billy’s friend 
and associate of many years, read the 
Scripture, from Psalm 33:20-22; and Dr. 
Phillips P. Elliott, president of the Prot- 
estant Council of New York City, led in 
prayer, concluding, “In the name of Him 
who loved us and gave Himself for us.” 
Then Beverly Shea in his deep, full 
voice, sang “Out of the Ivory Palaces.” 
The choir, massed high above the plat- 
form and under the skillful direction of 
Cliff Barrows, rendered most beauti- 
fully, “How Great Thou Art.” (I heard 
a woman near me say that the singing 
made shivers run through her.) 

Words of welcome and explanation 
were then spoken by Mr. Roger Hull, 
executive vice-president of the Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. He said it 
was the “beginning of an event for 
which thousands have been praying. 
Tonight we are grateful to Almighty 
God for the way in which He has pro- 
vided for all our needs. We have com- 
plete faith that He is going to bless this 
city.” Although she had asked him not 
to, Mr. Hull introduced Billy's wife, 
Mrs. Ruth Bell Graham, who was sit- 
ting in a box seat on his left, 


A Revolt Against Materialism Needed 
Dr. Graham came to the lectern at 
7.50 to welcome the people personally. 
He said he wanted to thank all those 
‘who had worked and prayed, that he 
had “come with the express purpose of 
winning men and women to Christ.” 
He said he felt like Paul, who when he 
went to Corinth-heard the Lord say, 
“For I have much people in this city” 
(Acts 18:10). “I want to give the honor 
and glory and praise to God. We have 
béen praying that New York may have 
a spiritual resurrection. We need a re- 
volt against materialism, against the 
emphasis on sex, against wickedness in 
high places. I am going to ask all you 
Christians to pledge that you will stand 
with us and pray for us. Let’s make 
this the beginning of a spiritual fire 


Just one hundred years ago 
(1857-8) “a great revival prevailed 
throughout all the Northern states.” 
In his book, “Finney Lives On” 
(Revell, Westwood, N. J.), Dr. Ed- 
man quotes Charles G. Finney as 
follows: “It swept over the land 
with such power that for a time it 
was estimated that not less than 
fifty thousand conversions occurred 
in a single week. ... A daily prayer 
meeting had been observed in Bos- 
ton for several years; and in the 
autumn previous to the great out- 
burst, the daily prayer meeting had 
been established in Fulton Street, New 
York, which has been continued to 
this day. Indeed, daily prayer meet- 
ings were established throughout 
the length and breadth of the North- 
ern states. I recollect in one of our 
prayer meetings in Boston that win- 
ter a gentleman arose and said, ‘I 
am from Omaha, in Nebraska. On 
my journey East I have found a 
continuous prayer meeting all the 
way. We call it,’ said he, ‘about 
two thousand miles from Omaha to 
Boston; and here was a prayer 
meeting about two thousand miles 
in extent.’” 

May God give us once again times 
of refreshing like these! 





that will sweep the country and the 
world. We are going to see God bare 
His arm and do a new thing.” Having 
spoken for just seven minutes, he went 
back to his seat and Mr. Barrows came 
forward to make announcements, and 
read telegrams from many who are in- 
terested in and praying for the cam- 
paign. After the choir had sung “The 
Lord’s Prayer,” Mr. Hull spoke about 
the offering. He said that the salaries 
of the team would continue to be paid 
by the Billy Graham Evangelistic As- 
sociation of Minneapolis and that the 
budget of nearly $900,000 would be met 
by the New York committee; that 
nearly $400,000 had been collected up to 
that time. (Seeing a jet plane on dis- 
play in Times Square a day or two be- 
fore, Billy had remarked that one plane 
like that would cost more than the 
whole campaign.) 

There were some three hundred rep- 
resentatives of the press present, includ- 
ing such well-known Christian editors 
as Robert Walker of Christian Life, 
Carl Henry of Christianity Today, James 
H. Hunter of the Evangelical Christian, 
Russell T. Hitt of Eternity, Charles T. 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD, Jr. 


Cook of the Christian (London), and 
perhaps others whom I did not see. 
Photographers with flash bulbs and 
the latest types of cameras were walk- 
ing about everywhere, and moving 
pictures were being taken. A bat- 
tery of microphones stood on the 
lectern, there were four for the choir 
and others for the piano and organ. On 
a blue and white banner stretched 
across above the choir were the words: 
“Jesus said: ‘I am the way, the truth, 
and the life,’ John 14:6.” 


After the singing of “The Old Rug- 
ged Cross” by the audience and choir, 
and “The Love of God,” by Beverly 
Shea, Dr. Graham came forward at eight 
twenty to begin preaching. 


“The Bible Says” 


“I am here to tell you what the Bible 

says,” Dr. Graham began. “There is 
hunger in America to hear what this 
Book has to say, to get a message from 
the Word of God.” He spoke of its 
different functions (referring to Jer. 23: 
29; Mal. 3:2; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:21; Eph. 
5:26; Psa. 119:105). Then he read Isa- 
iah 1:1-20, occasionally putting “New 
York” into the text. Again and again 
throughout his message he used that 
characteristic phrase of his, “The Bible 
Says...” He has a clear, strong voice, 
a pleasant expression, his gestures are 
free, easy, and appropriate, his actions 
are never wild; and he modulates: his 
voice well, putting emphasis where it 
belongs, sometimes speaking loudly, 
sometimes quietly. It was said of 
George Whitefield that his winsome per- 
sonality did much to commend the Gos- 
pel; and, judging from Whitefield’s 
biography, I should think that Billy 
Graham was something like him. He 
has complete command of his audience. 
Dr. Hunter told me that a writer for 
the highly respected Manchester Guard- 
ian had said he did not know that there 
was a man who could hold his audience 
as Graham does. 
‘ The topic of his sermon was, “The 
Christian Answer to the World 
Dilemma.” He pictured the background 
of the Isaiah passage, stressing God's 
pleading with Israel to come to Him 
and be cleansed, and then launched into 
his message. Here are extracts: 

“Night after night here in this Gar- 
den I intend to be only a messenger 
to give God’s message to the people of 
New York. My messages each evening 
will be based on the Bible, which I be- 
lieve to be the inspired Word of God. 
. . . In the mounting dilemmas, prob- 
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lems, confusions, and bewilderments of 
the world, we have been dealing with 
symptoms. During this crusade we want 
to deal with causes.” 

“We have calculated the distance to 
the stars, but have not measured the 
distance from man to God. We have 
explored the mysteries of the universe, 
but have not solved the riddle of our 
souls.” 

“We have been taught during the past 
few decades that morals are relative; 
now we are reaping the harvest in dis- 
honesty, lying, cover-up, and hypocrisy. 
‘This moral sag is reflected in the be- 
havior of our young people.” 

Under his second subheading, “The 
Frantic Quest,” Dr. Graham said: “Life 
can be sweet, smooth and sassy, like 
our modern cars, but if we have lost 
the key, we can’t go any place. We 
have missed it somewhere. . . . Like 
an aircraft in a storm, which has lost 
contact with the contro] tower, we are 
circling, ever circling with our moral 
visibility zero. . . . A European leader 
said last year, ‘If the Devil offers a 
panacea for the problems of the world, 
I will follow the Devil.’ Humanity has 
its back against the wall. They are 
prepared to grasp at a straw even if 
that straw is loaded with arsenic or TNT. 
. . . Philosophers, scientists, diplomats, 
political leaders and intellectuals are 
all beginning to say with one voice, ‘We 
need God.’ We need God because we 
~an never find ourselves until we find 
Him. . Psychiatrists are so Over- 
worked that they are now going to each 
other for treatment.” 

"The Proper Diagnosis” was Dr. Gra- 
ham’s third division. “What is wrong 
with the human race?” he asked. “The 
bible tells us that man has a disease. 
That disease is called sin. There is evi- 
dence all about us that man has a moral 
disease that erupts in lying, cheating, 
hating, fighting, murder, and war. No 
longer are we singing, “Glory to man 
in the highest. A few years ago we 
thought that in every circumstance man 
was master of his fate and the captain 
of his soul. Today we are not so sure. 
Our minds are confused and there is 
widespread bewilderment.” Then he 
talked some minutes on what sin is, 
quoting text after text to show what 
the Bible says about it. Having shown 
that man is a sinner by nature he said: 
“The Bible also teaches that we are 
sinners by choice. When we reach the 
age of moral accountability we choose 
to break God’s moral laws.” 

“Yes, the Bible clearly teaches that 
the cause of the problems of the human 
race is sin. . . . During this crusade 
I am going to use Biblical terminology. 
. . . The Bible says the root cause of 
the problems of the human race is sin 
and the cure is repentance, turning 
from sin.” 

Finally, Dr. Graham spoke of “The 
Needed Encounter With God.” He 
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showed that man needs the new birth. 
He said: “Christ died on the cross. 
He shed His blood that man and God 
could be reconciled. You see, sin sep- 
arates from God. Sin is the transgres- 
sion of God’s moral law. . . . There- 
fore our sins have come between us and 
our God. Christ brought man and God 
back together again, but man must be 
willing to surrender himself to Christ 
before God will receive him.” Then 
followed these concluding paragraphs: 
“Where must this encounter take 
place? At the cross of Christ. It was 
there that earth and Heaven met. It 


|. ls Cremation Christian? 


June 8, 1957 


was there that history and eternity 
came into contact. It was there that 
Christ lifted up the world to the bosom 
of God. It was there that He brought 
man within reach of God. If we have 
an encounter with God, it must be by 
the way of the cross. There is one 
thing that Catholics and Protestants 
alike agree upon, and that is the cen- 
trality of the cross in the Gospel of 
Christ. On every Catholic and Prot- 
estant church you will see a cross. Why? 
Christ did not die by accident. He died 
in the providence and will of God, that 


(Continued on page 470) 


The Bible answers both by precept and example 


By the REV. JAMES W. FRASER 


Many earnest Christians who have instinctively recoiled from subject- 
ing the bodies of loved ones to the growing practice of cremation have 
not always been able to give Scriptural reasons for their aversion. 
Mr. Fraser, in two articles, the second of which will be published next 
week, argues that the burning of human corpses is not only pagan 
but violates the teaching of God’s Word regarding the sanctity of the 
believer’s body. His message has also been prepared in pamphlet form, 
and may be had from Mr. Fraser at 1481 Leclair Ave., Verdun, Quebec, 
Can., at 10 cents each, $1 a dozen, or $7 a hundred. 


Know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which 
is in you, which ye have of God, and 
ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s (1 Cor. 6: 

19, 20). 

NE of the great Bible doctrines that 

has almost been forgotten in the 
last few years is thé sanctity of the 
Christian’s body. The Scriptures plainly 
state that our bodies are not our own 
to do with as we please. They belong 
to God because of creation and redemp- 
tion. They are holy because they have 
been cleansed and sanctified by the 
blood of Christ. They are also temples 
of the Holy Spirit and members of the 
body of Christ. These, and many other 
Bible statements clearly set forth the 
truth of the divine ownership and sanc- 
tity of the Christian’s body. 

In dealing with the question of cre- 
mation, we must not ignore the posi- 
tive statements of Scripture if we would 
sincerely seek the Christian position on 
this issue. In many localities, far from 
large cities, the question of cremation 
is seldom if ever raised; but, in thickly 
populated areas, this is not the case. 
When a relative passes on, the question 
arises, “Shall the body be cremated or 
buried?” Intelligent people pose such 
questions as: “Is it wrong for a Chris- 
tian’s body to be cremated?” “Is it 
true that the body comes to life in the 
process of cremation?” Recently the 
writer was asked, “Why is cremation 
unpopular in Christian lands?” 

It is frankly admitted by this writer 
that he does not have the last word on 


these questions, but he confesses that 
he has given serious and prolonged 
thought to the question of Christian 
burial. What he says here is not the 
result of an overnight meditation or 
snap judgment; his remarks have been 
prompted as a result of questions put to 
him by sincere people, and also because 
of doubts and questions in his own mind 
over a period of years. He is giving 
what he has gleaned in the hope that 
others will find the answer to their 
questions on this subject. 

By the grace of God he has served 
as a minister of the Gospel since 1921. 
He had never been requested to offi- 
ciate at the funeral service of a body 
that was to be cremated until he came 
to Montreal. He has taken but one 
cremation service. , He had not been 
notified that it was to be a cremation 
until he arrived at the chapel at the 
hour of service. That service was for 
him a conscience-stirring experience. 

This event caused deep concern as to 
his personal responsibility, as a min- 
ister of the Gospel and leader among 
God’s people of this generation, for he 
sincerely believes that the minister’s re- 
sponsibility to God and his fellows is 
much greater than that of the average 
Christian. All Christians are stewards 
of God and will be called to account for 
their stewardship in a coming day; but 
preachers are especially honored and 
privileged servants, therefore their re- 
sponsibility is greater. 

This new experience caused the writer 
to restudy the whole question of Chris- 
tian burial. He searched the Scriptures 
with greater avidity on this subject than 
he had done heretofore. In his quest 
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he made the discovery that very few, 
if any, articles have been written or 
sermons preached either for cremation 
or against it. 

According to Webster’s Unabridged 
Dictionary the word “cremation” is 
from the Latin @rematio from cre- 
mare, which means “té burn—a burn- 


ing, especially, act or practice of cre- . 


mating the dead.” 

The Encyclopedia Britannica states 
that cremation is “the burning of hu- 
man corpses. This method of disposal 
of the dead was the general practice of 
the ancient world, with the important 
exceptions of Egypt, where bodies were 
embalmed; Judea, where they were 


- buried in sepulchers; and China, where 


they were buried in the earth. Crema- 
tion is still practiced over a great part 
of Asia and America, but not always in 
the same form. Thus, the ashes may 
be stored in urns, or buried in the earth, 
or thrown to the wind, or (as among 
the Digger Indians) smeared with gum 
on the heads of the mourners.” 

Our modern crematoriums are spe- 
cially constructed buildings erected for 
the purpose of the ‘incineration of hu- 
man bodies, having individual] compart- 
ments that are heated to a temperature 
that quickly reduces the body to ashes. 
The usual committal service is held in 
the crematory chapel, after which the 
friends leave. The casket is then placed 
in one of the compartments the shape 
of an oversized coffin, then the crema- 
tion process commences. 

The body is reduced to ashes in a 
white heat in about four to five hours. 
In the more recently built crema- 
toriums it is claimed that this is done 
in less than one hour. When cooled 
the,ashes are put into an urn. The re- 
mains of a body weighing about 140 
pounds would be reduced to no more 
than three to four pounds of ash. 
“Were it not for the Christian’s re- 
sponsibility to God, there is something 
that can be said in favor of cremation. 
It is less expensive than burial because 
a cemetery lot is unnecessary. The law 
of this and other lands does not compel 
you to bury the ashes, you can throw 
them to the winds, or cast them into the 
sea. You are at liberty to dispose of 
them m almost any way you please. 

Another advantage of cremation is 
that, if you wish to bury the remains 
in another land, the freight charges are 
small or you can carry them with your 
luggage; and then, too, a second under- 
taker is not necessary. When the trans- 
portation of the dead from one place 
to another is mentioned, one thinks of 
the patriarch Joseph. He died in Egypt 
but did not wish his remains to stay 
there; so, previous to his decease, he 
took an oath of his people, saying, “God 
will surely visit you and ye shal] carry 
my bones from hence” (Gen, 50: 24-26). 
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He died at the age of 110 years, and 
they embalmed him and put him in a 
coffin. About three hundred years later, 
his people left Egypt to go to the 
Promised Land. In Exodus 13:19 we 
read, “And Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him.” His people carried 
his remains in the coffin all through 
that long, long journey. And then, in 
Joshua 24:32, we read that about forty 
years later, “The bones of Joseph, which 
the children of Israel brought up out 
of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in 
a parcel of ground which Jacob bought 
... and it became the inheritance of 
the children of Joseph.” 

If Moses had cremated the embalmed 
body of Joseph before commencing that 
long journey, the question of trans- 
portation would have been simpler. 
Instead of carrying that costly, bulky 
Egyptian coffin with its contents, one 
of the grandsons could have carried the 
urn with his household baggage. But 
no! This heathen custom of cremation 
must not be practiced among God’s peo- 
ple. For them, there was only one way 
of disposing of their dead and that was 
by the sacred custom of burial. 

A large and important place is given 
in the Bible to the burial of the faith- 
ful. The whole of Genesis 23 is devoted 
to the recording of the death and burial 
of Sarah, Abraham’s wife. When Ja- 
cob died, the sacred writer devoted al- 
most one half of Genesis 50 to the rec- 
ord of his death and burial. There are 
some today who assert that it doesn’t 
matter how our bodies are disposed of. 
Such an attitude betrays a poor knowl- 
edge of the letter and spirit of the Word 
of God. Why did God bury Moses? He 
could have disposed of his body in many 
other ways (Deut. 34:5-8). Burial is 
the only God-given way of honorably 
disposing of the dead. The Bible gives 
both precept and example. 

Bear in mind that these words are 
addressed only to those who sincerely 
fear and worship God, and who accept 
the Bible as final and adequate in all 
matters of doctrine and’ conduct. 

Now let us look at another Bible .in- 
cident that indicates what God thinks 
about the burning of human bodies. In 
Amos 2:1, we have the record of Moab’s 
unpardonable sins. Remember that 
Moab was considered a heathen nation. 
This account serves to prove that God 
takes notice of the doings of the. most 
ungodly. The verse reads, “Thus saith 
the Lord; For three transgressions of 
Moab, and for four, I will not turn away 
the punishment thereaf; because he 
burned the bones of the king of Edom 
into lime.” If there is any verse in the 
Bible’ that shows God's disapproval of 
the burning of human bodies, it is this. 
God plagued and punished Moab for 
this immoral and unpardoned sin. 

(To be continued) 
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Touring to Hawaii 


With Fellow Christians 


HE Sunpay Scuoot Trmes has for 

more than twenty years conducted 
successful Christian Fellowship parties 
for readers and friends to Alaska. De- 
mand had been increasing among those 
who had gone on these tours for a voy- 
age to Hawaii, to experience the hos- 
pitality of the Islands and to see their 
thriving communities. 

Last year a tour was arranged and 
was so successful that it is being re- 
peated again this year. The tour be- 
gins at Chicago, October 7, and returns 
thereto, November 1. 

Once again the tour will be under 
competeht, friendly leadership, and 
with a congenial group of Christian peo- 
ple. It will take place during the ideal 
season for travel in the Western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion 
and crowds and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. Tour- 
ists will see more, travel better, and 
pay less than on midwinter and sum- 
mer cruises to Hawaii, 

The most modern railroad transpor- 
tation will be used: the new vistadome 
North Codst Limited of the Burlington 
and Northern Pacific Railroads west- 
bound to Seattle, and the Santa Fe’s 
Chief eastbound from Los Angeles, after 
an all-day trip in streamlined coaches 
from San Francisco to Los Angeles. A 
variety of travel over the Pacific is 
scheduled: a big DC-7 plane to Hono- 
lulu from Seattle, and the magnificent 
S.S. Lurline, flagship of the Matson 
Navigation Company, from Honolulu to 
San Francisco. 

The members of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour to Hawaii will ‘live luxuri- 
ously in the Islands, part of the time at 
the Moana Hotel which occupies the 
best area on Waikiki Beach, and part 
at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, one of 
the finest resort hotels in the world. 
The sight-seeing and educational pro- 
gram in Hawaii is the finest that can be 
planned and includes comprehensive 
tours on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and 
Hawaii, with overnight stops on Kauai 
and Hawaii. 

A full day in Seattle, Wash., is part 
of the plan, stopping at the fine Olympic 
Hotel. There will be sight-seeing in 
this important Western city. The tour 
will take in Queen Anne Hill, the Uni- 
versity of Washington, Lakes Union and 
Washington, the Floating Bridge, and 
the residential and business areas. 

A day and a half will find the party 
in the interesting city of San Francisco, 
where opportunity will be given to take 
in the sights of the city with a well 
planned tour. 

Two days will be spent in Los An- 
geles, the fabulous and fast-growing 
city in California, now the nation’s third 


(Continued on page 470) 
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PEN Air Campaigners.—Outdoor 
O preaching is a practice almost ex- 

tinct, I think, in our country, apart 
from some efforts of the Salvation Army 
and the street meetings conducted by our 
Bible schools, such as the Moody Bible 
Institute. When I was a young man there 
was a great deal of street preaching in 
the larger cities, some. of it carried on 
by very gifted men. I have a vivid 
recollection of Dr. Biederwolf attract- 
ing and holding a crowd of four or five 
hundred one Saturday night on North 
Clark Street in Chicago with a glori- 
ous Gospel message. 

Perhaps a new day may soon be dawn- 
ing for us in this kind of endeavor 
\ through the establishment in Chicago of 
a new center for the Open Air Cam- 
paigners, an Australian group tbat is 
expanding its efforts in Tasmania, New 
Guinea, and elsewhere. The general 
director, Mr. Les Werry, and the field 
director, Mr. Jim Duffecy, will leave 
for Chicago on July 21 “to consolidate 
the work already commenced in this 
country, with a view to further inter- 
national expansion.” The plan is that 
these two men should remain here for 
two years at least. 

The office of the Open Air Cam- 
paigners will be located at the same 
address as Victory Center, sponsored 
by the Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee of Chicago. 


Missionary Spiritual Warfare.—Most 
mimeographed letters, even from mis- 
sion boards, which include no personal 
salutation do not normally make much 
impression upon me, though I am sure 
that this is the only way these com- 
munications can be sent. Such a letter, 
however, from the home office of the 
North Africa Mission, on the council 
of which it is my privilege to serve, 
signed by Mr. Eric Fife, deputation sec- 
retary, puts many of us to shame. He 
writes: “Satan seems to be working 
overtime in North Africa in these days, 
and reports of mission stations stoned 
and ransacked and Christian nationals 
suffering and being kidnaped are only 
a small part of the efforts he is making 
to destroy the testimony. Please pray 
earnestly that the hard-won blessings 
of the past few years may not be swal- 
‘lowed up. This is a spiritual warfare, 
and we need people who can really 
enter into the battle and pray.” In 
conclusion Mr. Fife adds a personal 
word: “I have been more troubled by 
migraine headaches this winter than I 
ever remember before.” 

Those of us who live in comfortable 
circumstances in this country, and do 


not know one headache in a year, 
should determine to be aware of, and 
enter sympathetically into the trials and 
sufferings of these faithful servants of 
God, and “bear one another’s burdens.” 


Atheistic and Agnostic Teaching in 
State Universities—I have often won- 
dered how much agnostic, anti-Chris- 
tian, and even atheistic teaching is car- 
ried on in our state universities, sup- 
ported by state funds raised through 
taxes paid by residents, many of whom 
are Christians who believe the Word 
of God and the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If we should not expect 
professors in state universities to pro- 
mote the Christian faith, and to argue 
for the truths of the New Testament, 
these state schools in turn should not 
be tolerating men who deliberately de- 
nounce and deny the historical truths 
of the Scriptures. For a great many 
years, in fact, until very recently, the 
University of Wisconsin, e.g., employed 
as head of the Department of Philos- 
ophy a man who in class and in his 
numerous writings argued for the non- 
existence of God. For thirty years the 
taxpayers of Wisconsin supported this 
kind of teaching—and he probably was 
not the only one at Madison so teach- 
ing. 

Last week a student in the graduate 
school of one of our Midwest state uni- 
versities working in the field of sociol- 
ogy wrote to me as follows: “In this 
paper I want to deal with the facts and 
principles that led to the rise of insti- 
tutional Christianity as outlined and 
taught by Christ in the Gospels, but 
my professor claims my task is virtually 
impossible since Higher Criticism has 
demolished the historical Jesus. Since 
I want to use the Gospels as my pri- 
mary source, could you tell me of some 
recent, ‘up-to-date, scholarly docu- 
mented work that adequately treats on 
the genuineness, authenticity, and in- 
tegrity of the Gospels and the New 
Testament?” 


The Navigators Evangelization Among 
the Kikuyus.—For some months now a 
remarkable work has been carried on 
among one of the most desperate groups 
of terrorists ever to stain with blood 
the pages of modern history, the Mau 
Maus of Kenya, East Africa. The Navi- 
gator organization announces that since 
November, more than 42,000 of these 
terrorists from the highly literate Ki- 
kuyu tribe have heard the Gospel,: and 
more than 2,500 have made a decision 
for Christ for the first time. 


When first apprehended, these men 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


. 


are placed in prison camps with no 
liberty. Later, those who so deserve 
by their conduct are placed in work 
camps, surrounded only by barbed wire, 
where they are taught manual skills. 
Just before release, they are moved to 
a camp without fences. 

One of the most difficult meetings for 
the Navigators was at Embakasi Quarry, 
where they preached to 600 Mau Mau 
life term convicts, men classified by 
the British Government as “unco-opera- 
tive,” and “completely unco-operative.” 
At one meeting about seventy-five of 
these extreme “hard cores” appeared 
with blankets over their heads. In an- 
other meeting with 1,200 hard cores, 
unusual attention was first given to the 
message, but, says the report, “When 
we came to the crucifixion in the mes- 
sage, we referred to Christ as the Son 
of God without mentioning His name. 
We challenged them to receive the Son 
of God, and then declared that He is 
no other than Jesus Christ. You should 
have seen the reaction of these men! 
At the mention of His name, their de- 
meanor changed completely. They 
jumped to their feet, shouting and curs- 
ing. In the face of such disheartening 
antagonism, the Denler team was re- 
warded by the fact that a number of the 
hard cores decided for Christ—decisions 
which could cost them their lives at 
the hands of other Mau Mau.” Over 
five thousand of the first lessons of the 
Navigator Bible Studies in the Kikuyu 
language were distributed during @ tour 
of the prison camps; some of these were 
given to converts and others to prison 
chaplains and evangelists. 


The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Book 
of Daniel.—The Presidential Address 
at the annual meeting of the Society 
of Biblical Literature and Exegesis was 
delivered last December at Union The- 
ological Seminary by Dr. J. Philip Hyatt 
of Vanderbilt University, who took for 
his subject “The Dead Sea Discoveries: 
Retrospect and Challenge.” It js a sur- 
vey of some of the major results ac- 
cruing from these epochal discoveries, 
which could be made only by a scholar 
thoroughly acquainted with the prob- 
lems involved. Recorded in the March, 
1957, issue of the Journal of Biblical 
Literature, the address frankly recog- 
nizes the support of the more conserv- 
ative view of the authenticity of some 
of the Old Testament literature, espe- 
cially in regard to the Book of Daniel. 
Dr. Hyatt says, “The fact that Daniel 
is represented (in fragments found in 
the Qumran area) in what appears to 
be noncanonical physical form seems to 
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support the widely held view that it 
was composed in the second century 
B.C., or partly in the third and partly 
in the second.” During the last half- 
century, the Liberal view of Daniel 
has been that the book was not written 
by Daniel, but rather was a product of 
the Maccabean period, in the middle of 
the second century B.C. Furthermore, 
inasmuch as there are long passages 
accurately setting forth the persecu- 
tions and destruction of Antiochus 
Epiphanes (171-165 B.C.), these Liberal 
critics argue that this is not prophecy 
‘but history in prophetic form, and could 
not have been written until at least 
165 B.C. 

Now, when any scholar today stands 
up and says that a part of this Book 
of Daniel was written in the third cen- 

tury, he immediately undermines this 
whole critical position, for the book is 
certainly a unit; and if a part of it 
was written in the third century, there 
is no reason that all of it could not 
have been written then; and if this book 
was written in the third century B.C., 
Antiochus Epiphanes was not yet on the 
scene, and the passages concerning him 
are truly prophetic. If this is granted, 
one might just as well take a further 
step and admit that the other prophecies 
in the book are also truly prophetic. 

In regard to the Psalms, Dr. Hyatt 
comments, “If the fragments of the 
MSS. of the Psalter are from the second 
century B.C., a Maccabean dating of 
individual Psalms is probably to be 
ruled out.” He further candidly admits 
that the continuous study of this rich 
material “will necessitate the extensive 
review of all our editions of the Old 
Testament, and will raise many prob- 
lems. The whole question of canonicity 
and the date of the fixing of the canon 
will have to be restudied.” What this 
really means is that the entire Liberal 
attitude toward the authenticity and 
canonicity of the Old Testament books 
will have to be radically revised, in 
the direction of the Conservative posi- 
tion. 

It is encouraging to note Dr. Hyatt’s 
concluding remarks: that nothing in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls can alter the 
Christian insistence upon the unique- 
ness of Jesus, for the Christian faith 
rests “upon belief in the Incarnation, 
the belief that ‘the Word became flesh’ 
in Jesus Christ. For the Christian, the 
Incarnation is a unique and unrepeat- 
able event.” . 


The Distribution of Jewish Popula- 
tion—At the beginning of the twen- 
tieth century, it was estimated that 
there were 11,209,000 Jews living in the 
world, and at the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World War, this figure had risen 
to the highest in nearly four thousand 
years of Jewish history—16,763,000. Due 
to the fearful slaughter of these peo- 
ple under the Hitler regime, as of 1956 
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there were almost 4,000,000 fewer Jews 
than there were twenty years ago, ap- 
proximately 12,920,000. The largest con- 
centration of Jews today is in North 
and South America, where almost fifty 
per cent of all the Jews of the world 
are living—6,091,000, of which 5,200,000 
are in the United States, nearly five 
times as many as in 1900. New York 
City alone has a Jewish population of 
2,050,000, or more than the State of 
Israel: Los Angeles, 325,000; and Chi- 
cago, 262,000. Among the continental 
countries, France has 300,000 Jews, most 
of whom are in the city of Paris; Great 
Britain, 450,000, of which number 280,- 
000 live in the London area. 

The London Jewish Chronicle con- 
cludes an article on this subject with 
these words: “With parts of North 
Africa in ferment and the ever-present 
possibility of an upheaval in one of 
the Communist satellite states, further 
changes in the distribution of Jewish 
population may be expected. But unless 
certain of the East European and Mos- 
lem nations lift their immigration re- 
strictions, the numbers involved in 
these migration movements are likely 
to be comparatively small.” In other 
words, if anti-Semitic outbursts should 
occur in these nations, instead of being 
allowed to migrate, the Jews will be 
slain. 


Jews and the Gospels—For many 
centuries most of the Jews in the world, 
a few scholars excepted, never saw a 
copy of the four Gospels, and of course 
what was in those Gospels was com- 
pletely unknown to Jewry as a whole. 
Even with the many books the Jews 
have written about Christ and the New 
Testament in the last sixty years, it 
can be accurately said that most Jew- 
ish families in the Western world are 
ignorant of the content of these divine 
records, and rarely hear any rabbi 
speak respectfully of them. In view of 
this, it is interesting to read that in the 
British section of the World Jewish 
Congress, held this year at the Shaftes- 
bury Hotel in London, the principal 
subject for discussion at the forum was 
“How Should Jews React to the Gés- 
pels?” Dr. Chaim Pearl, senior min- 
ister of the Birmingham Hebrew Con- 
gregation, told the audience that he 
“did not think there was any harm in 
the average Jew accepting the state- 
ment of the classical Christian teacher 
that such a man lived in Palestine, 
taught as He did and was crucified.” 
He further quoted instances to show 
that Jesus’ attitude to the Law was not 
anti-Jewish and asserted that “the Jew 
would be prepared to accept His éthical 
teachings and even the teachings of 
the Law, but should take an entirely 
different attitude when they came to an 
examination of the attitude of Paul.” 

Well, if the Jews in the world would 
accept just the four Gospels as they 
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stand, revealing the life and teachings, 
death and resurrection of Jesus, they 
would have ample truth for leading 
them to salvation in Christ. The report 
of this Congress definitely indicates 
that what troubled the Jews most was 
the New Testament account of the death 
of Christ, especially their part in this 
event. 


Liquor in the U.S.A—Although I 
have always been a total abstainer in 
the matter of alcoholic beverages, and 
have believed that the whole liquor 
industry and everything pertaining to 
it is a curse to men ahd nations, at the 
same time I have felt that the preach- 
ing of temperance must never be used 
as a substitute for the proclamation of 
the Gospel; for the act of refraining 
from something is never the equivalent 
of being saved. However, liquor is 
getting a stranglehold on our nation: 
it is undermining its ethical standards, 
ruining the lives of hundreds of thou- 
sands, and forming the greatest con- 
tributing factor to its crime bill. 

In the United States News and World 
Report for April 19, statistics are given 
which reveal that in one of the larger 
American cities, the cost of one drunk, 
a man fifty-four years old who had been 
arrested 285 times in the last thirty- 
two years, was $45,373. This figure in- 
cludes police and court costs, jail keep, 
and hospital care. The total amount 
of the fifty-two different fines paid by 
him was $510; so the net cost to the city 
for this one man’s drinking habits was 
$44,863! 

Los Angeles reports that arrests for 
drunkenness there now exceed 100,000 
annually. Senator Richard L. Neu- 
berger, commenting on these facts, de- 
clared, “The loss in human resources 
throughout the United States is incal- 
culable.” 


Scientists and the Resurrection.— 
Through the years I have made it a 
policy not to repeat in one periodical 
what I have written for another. How- 
ever, I should like to make ore ex- 
ception to this rule in presenting here 
a brief summary of a pol] made to as- 
certain what the 521 men and women 
listed in the current “Who’s Who in 
America” as distinguished in the phys- 
ical and biological sciences believed 
about the bodily resurrection of Christ. 
Of these 521 potential replies to my 
letter of inquiry, 228 answers were re- 
ceived. Among these were only 36 affirma- 
tions of faith in the bodily resurrection 
of Christ, the remaining 192 asserting 
that they did not so believe, they did 
not wish to express an opinion, or they 
did not know whether or not this was a 
fact. 

The most surprising aspect of this 
survey involved those men and women 
who in their sketches in “Who’s Who in 
America” indicated membership in some 
evangelical church. From the 144 sci- 
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entists so identifying themselves, 88 re- 
plies were received: 28 said they be- 
lieved in the resurrection; 41 said they 
did not believe; 12 did not wish to ex- 
press an opinion, and 7 simply stated 
that they did not know. In other words, 
of 88 scientists who indicated affilia- 
tion with a Protestant denomination, 
60 could not say that they accepted the 
fact of Christ’s bodily resurrection. 
This might be expected, for example, 
in the Congregational denomination, 
where out of 18 replies, only two were 
affirmative, and I was also ready to 
accept the 12 negative and 2 positive 
statements from the Methodists; but I 
was surprised to note that out of 17 
replies from Presbyterians, only 6 were 
in the affirmative, and of the 18 who 
responded from such a creedal church 
as the Episcopalian, only 8 wished to 
affirm faith in the Resurrection. 

‘One of the saddest revelations of this 
poll was that many of these men—ac- 
cording to their Own letters, which are 
being kept in strictest confidence—were 
brought up in conservative Christian 
homes, some of them being sons of 
evangelical ministers, but had long ago 
abandoned any faith in the Word of 
God. Of course the group that accepts 
the Resurrection, without exception, is 
the Roman Catholic Church, 


The. Current Thinking of Dr. Schweit- 
zer is separated from Christian realitfes. 
The famous physician, organist, philos- 
opher, and author of the work which 
dropped as a bombshell in the circles of 
New Testament interpretation some years 
ago, Dr. Albert Schweitzer has been 
drifting further and further from the 
basic revealed truths of the New Tes- 
tament. A number of people who know 
say that Dr. Schweitzer’s present posi- 
tion is that of pantheism; that is, for 
him the whole world is God. Of course, 
he never did confess that Jesus Christ 
was the Son of God, and in his later 
years he has even refrained from men- 
tioning God. 

This fact is emphasized once again in 
Dr. Schweitzer’s “Appeal to End Nu- 
clear Tests,” printed in the New York 
Times for April 24. In this 2,200-word 
report, the word God does not even ap- 
pear, nor the word Christ. In other 
words, this is simply humanism, an 
ethic without any relationship to divine 
revelation; thus, whatever else it might 
be, it is not Christian ethics. 


A Ministry’ of Healing in Scotland.— 
A recent issue of Life and Work, the 
Record of the Church of Scotland, car- 
ries an extended report of an action of 
the Presbytery of Glasgow at its March 
meeting, in which by an overwhelming 
majority it accepted a motion made by 
its special “Committee on the Church 
and Healing,” approving a ministry of 
healing “with the laying on of hands.” 

In one congregation in Dundee now, 
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a book is circulated and members re- 
cord the names of those who need 
prayer. A group of people share with 
the minister the visitation of the sick. 
When the minister is on vacation, they 
continue this ministry on their own. A 
report. from this particular congrega- 
tion says, “We have had remarkable 
cases of recovery,” and details the heal- 
ing of a woman at a morning service 
when doctors said her pulse had stopped. 
They add, “We make no dogmatic state- 
ments about this; we simply record our 
wonder and thanksgiving.” 


A Machine Comparable to Rome’s.— 
While I' do not often quote extended 
paragraphs from other periodicals in 
these columns, a recent issue of the 
Monthly Record of the Free Church of 
Scotland contains a paragraph so eon- 
cise on a subject so important that I 
should like to quote the entire state- 
ment: 

“Recent trends that go to strengthen- 
ing the position of the World Council 
of Churches should be noted by evan- 
gelicals who may well feel that the new 
setup bodes no good to the evangelical 
cause. Meetings were held in Germany 
and Hungary between leaders of the 
World Council of Churches, the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, the Com- 
mission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs, and the Institute for 
Social Affairs. It is a fair comment 
that the obvious intention -is ‘to build 
a machine comparable to Rome’s.’ 
Toward this end it was deemed a nec- 
essary step to bring all the churches 
in Communist states into membership 
of the W.C.C., and official committees 
have been appointed -to visit these 
countries and confer with church offi- 
cials. When these are brought in, the 
influence of the W.C.C., already tend- 
ing toward the ‘Left,’ will incline still 
further in the direction of some form 
of Communism. Another step that may 
have tremendous significarfte is the 
merging of the International Missionary 
Council into the W.C.C. While the 
liaison between the two had hitherto 
been close, it must be expected that 
thé W.C.C. will henceforward exert a 
stronger direct influence in the control 
of missionary policy throughout the 
world. This influence will, we need 
not doubt, be used for social and polit- 
ical rather than for evangelical ends, 
and the work of evangelical missions 
outside the W.C.C. will be consider- 
ably hampered. We are told by the 
Christian Century that one result of this 
will be that ‘the inter-church aid serv- 
ice offthe W.C.C. is moving into fields 
occupied almost exclusively by mis- 
sions,’ and that, therefore, ‘the future 
form of missions will be of the church- 
aid character.’ This would seem to 
sound the death-knell of evangelistic 
missions as far as the W.C.C. is con- 
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cerned and as far as its influence can 
extend.” 

My only comment would be that if 
the conclusion to which the Record 
editor has come is correct, then we are 
witnessing in large church organiza- 
tions (not in the faith missions) the 
putting into practice of the report of the 
Laymen’s Commission of years ago pub- 
lished in the widely condemned work, 
“Re-thinking Missions.” 


Dr. Martin Niemoeller, in addressing 
a preparatory meeting for Kirk Week 
at Aberdeen, Scotland, attended by ap- 
proximately fifteen hundred local 
church people, asserted that what is 
happening in Germany and Scotland at 
this time is a part of a world-wide 
movement of the Holy Spirit. At the 
time of the rise of Hitler in 1933, Dr. 
Niemoeller said, the clergy were out 
of touch with the people, and the Book 
had lost its influence with most lay- 
men. However, when it became appar- 
ent that Hitler was aiming to destroy 
the Church, the people of Germany 
found that they could not do without 
the Bible, and “the Old Book” was 
brought down again from the shelf. 
“There is,” he said, “a hunger in our 
day for the Word of God, and there is 
power in our day in the Word of God. 
This Old Book on the shelf is alive.” 


The China Inland Mission Carries On. 
—On February 28, nineteen new work- 
ers of this great missionary organiza- 
tion sailed from Hoboken, N. J., for 
Singapore, representing the first con- 
tingent of 184 new missionaries which 
the mission is planning to send out in 
1957-1958. At the language school in 
Singapore, each worker will study one 
of seven basic languages used in fields 
now being entered by the China In- 
land Mission: Tagalog for the Philip- 
pines, Malay for Indonesia and South 
Thailand, Cantonese and Hokkien for 
Chinese work in Malaya, Kuo-yu for 
Taiwan and Chinese work in Indo- 
nesia, Japanese, and Thai. Station des- 
ignations will be made at the end of 
five months’ study. 


NATO Military Spending.—During 
the seven-year existence of NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization), 
the fourteen nations composing it have 
spent a total of $312,000,000,000 for mili- 
tary purposes, of which $252,000,000,000 
is credited to the United States. During 
its first year this organization spent a 
total of $18,800,000,000 for defense, 


U.S.A. Military Allocations—In Jan- 
uary of this year, the Congress of the 
United States allocated $38,031,000,000 
for military uses, exclusive of past wars 
and veteran affairs, or fifty-three per 
cent of the total annual budget—the 
largest figure we have had in a peace- 
time year. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. JUNE 23. GOD'S STEADFAST LOVE 
Genesis 39 to 41; printed text, 39: 20-23, 41:46-52 
Golden Text.—But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him.—Psa, 103:17 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 39:20 And Joseph’s master took him, and put him 
into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were 
bound: and he was there in the prison. 

21 But the Lorp was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, 
and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and what- 
soever they did there, he was the doer of it. 

23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that 
was under his hand; because the Lorp was with him, and 
that which he did, the Lorp made it to prosper. 


Chap. 41:46 And Joseph was thirty years old when he 
stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 


47 And in the seven plenteous/years the earth brought 
forth by handfuls. 

48 And he gathered up all the food of the seven years, 
which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in 
the cities: the food of the field, which was round’ about 
every city. laid he up in the same. "1 

49 And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left numbering; for it was without number. 

50 And unto Joseph were born two sons before the years 
of famine came, which Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah 
priest of On bare unto him. 

51 And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: 
For God, said he, hath made me forget all my toil, and all 
my father’s house. 

52 And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For 
God hath caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School L ; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
UR popular magazines are always 
O happy to get hold of great suc- 
cess stories. They make good, in- 
spiring reading, and frequently give 
courage to others. 

The Bible is not altogether a book of 
success stories, for it does not shrink 
from relating great failures. But it has 
some outstanding stories of success, and 
not the least of these is the story of 
Joseph. From the human standpoint it 
is nothing short of astounding. Here 
is a youth sold into slavery at the age 
of seventeen, and by the time he is 
thirty he is prime minister of the might- 
iest nation of his day—Egypt—and in 
that position saves the economy of 
Egypt, to say nothing of his place in 
the great divine purpose of redemption. 

This phenomenal rise was not easy. 
There were serious setbacks. Before he 
reached the seat of power, Joseph tasted 
the gall of unjust imprisonment. But 
he was not embittered, and when he 
came to his place of authority he was 
presented as a man of dignity, integrity, 
and generosity. His life has many 
parallels to the story of our Lord, so 
that many have regarded him as a type 


of Christ. 


Verse by Verse 

Gen. 39:20—‘And Joseph’s master 
... put him into the prison . . . where 
the king’s prisoners were bound .. .” 
The master was Potiphar, captain of 
Pharaoh’s bodyguards, who were also 
the executioners, carrying out the death 


penalties imposed by the Pharaoh. The 
reason for the imprisonment is ex- 
plained in verses 7-19. Keil suggests 
that a much severer penalty could have 
been imposed if Potiphar had been fully 
convinced of his wife’s innocence. 

Verse 21—‘“But the Lord was with 
Joseph . . . favour in the sight of the 
keeper .. .” Compare verse 2. Just 
as Potiphar was favorably impressed, so 
was the keeper of the king’s prison. 

Verse 22.—“And the keeper . . . com- 
mitted to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners 
...” The humiliation of imprisonment 
simply meant stewardship in a new 
sphere. No doubt prison administration 
was much improved under Joseph's 
hand. 

Verse 23.—“The keeper .. . looked not 
to any thing . . . the Lord made it to 
prosper.” Apparently Joseph had a free 
hand in the operation of the prison. The 
wisdom which the Lord gave him was 
manifest to all. Joseph did the work 
and the governor drew the salary! 

Chap. 41:46—“. . . Joseph was thirty 
years old ... went throughout all the 
land of Egypt.” Between 39:23 and 41:46 
we have the stories of the dreams of 
the imprisoned butler and baker and 
Joseph’s interpretations, and of the 
dreams of Pharaoh and Joseph’s in- 
terpretation, the latter resulting in 
Joseph’s appointment as prime min- 
ister, with full authority over Egypt’s 
economy. Joseph was the same age 
“when he stood before Pharaoh” as our 
Lord when He began His public min- 
istry. 

Verse 47.—“. 


. « the earth brought 
forth by handfuls.” 


The phrase “by 


handfuls” represents the abundance of 
the harvests during those years. The 
silt brought down by the Nile and de- 
posited during the period of overflow 
made the soil rich. 


Verse 48.—“And he gathered up... 
in the cities...” The principle of cen- 
tralization seems to have been new in 
Egypt. Apparently a tax of twenty per 
cent was imposed on all who grew 
crops (41:34) and this was stored in 
granaries in the cities and towns. 


Verse 49.—“. . . as the sand of the sea 
... left numbering ...” The Egyptian 
measure seems to have been the bushel. 
After a while Joseph gave up keeping 
track of the amount he had stored up 
in the granaries. 


Verse 50.—“. . . two sons . . . which 
Asenath ... bare unto him.” See verse 
45. There should be no confusion be- 
tween Potiphar, Joseph’s first master in 
Egypt, and Poti-pherah, Joseph’s father- 
in-law, although Potiphar is an abbre- 
viation of Poti-pherah. 

Verse 51.—*. .. Manasseh ... God..’. 
hath made me forget .. .” ‘Manasseh 
means “causing to forget.” Apparently 
Joseph’s home life was happy and satis- 
fying, even as his public life was useful. 
It is evident that he did not forget his 
father’s house in the sense of no longer 
caring, for he certainly showed care for 
them when their day of need arrived. 

Verse 52.—“. . . Ephraim .. . fruitful 
in the land of my affliction.” Joseph 
still calls Egypt the land of his affliction, 
despite his prosperity. We remember 
that he commanded that his bones 
should be carried to Canaan when the 
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Children of Israel would leave Egypt 
(50: 25). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is not those who are kept from 
affliction that know the depth and full- 
ness of the goodness of God. On the 
contrary, affliction has often been the 
school in which we have learned of 
His faithfulness and loving-kindness. 

God was certainly good to Joseph, 
but it was in the face of much tribu- 
lation. At home he had the love and 
favor of his father, but at the cost of 
the hatred and envy of his brothers. 
Yet, even in the fires of their hatred, 
God was with him and delivered him 
from their murderous intent. 

It was no pleasant experience to be 
sold into slavery; but, as Tyndale 
quairntly puts it in his translation, “The 
Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
luckie fellowe” (39:2). Everything that 
he touched prospered, till his master 
Potiphar realized it was to his advan- 
tage to put Joseph in complete charge 
of the household. Slave as he was, he 
had full freedom of action, with no lack 
of anything. 

But again affliction struck, and he 
found himself in the state prison—inno- 
cent, but with no recourse to any law 
or hearing before a court. His master’s 
wife was his accuser, charging him with 
what she wanted him to do but which 
he refused to do (39:7-20). But the 
Lord was with him in prison as He 
had been with him in the house of Poti- 
phar, and soon he was in full charge 
again. A prisoner was charged with 
the responsibility of operating the 
prison—without pay, presumably! 

Still, Joseph felt the humiliation of 
being a prisoner, and desired vindica- 
tion. The dreams of the imprisoned 
butler and baker seemed to offer hope. 
In telling the butler of his coming re- 
lease and restoration to his office, Joseph 
begged him to speak to Pharaoh about 
him, in the hope that he might be freed 
of the charge against him (40:14, 15). 
But he had to continue where he was 
for two more years. He did not know 
that it was all preparation for greater 
responsibilities yet to come. 

Pharaoh’s dreams reminded the but- 
ler of his dream and of Joseph’s faithful 
interpretations; and Joseph’s opportu- 
nity came, not only to tell Pharaoh the 
meaning of his dreams but to suggest 
how the coming crisis might be success- 
fully met (41:33-36). The wisdom of 
Joseph was so manifest that Pharaoh 
charged him with the responsibility of 
steering the nation through the years of 
strain, and elevated him to first officer 
in the land so that no restrictions would 
be upon him. Thus God not only pro- 
moted Joseph to honor but used him 
to save Egypt from collapse; and, still 
more, to save his own people for God’s 
great redemptive purpose. Here is a 
life over which must be written, “The 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. June 16.—Joseph, a Favorite Son. 
Genesis 37 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. June 30.—Joseph, Man of Mercy. 
Genesis 41:53 to 50:26 








Lord was with Joseph.” When fhe Lord, 
is with us, castings-down are but the 
pathway to liftings-up. 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. Joseph in the house of his master 


(Gen. 39: 1-6) 

2. Joseph in the furnace of temptation 
(vs. 7-12) 

3. Joseph in the humiliation of prison 
(vs. 13-23) 


4. Joseph in his own house (41: 46-52) 
Topics for Development 

Principles. The life of Joseph well 
illustrated some great spiritual princi- 
ples enunciated in the Scriptures. Here 
are a few of them. 

“The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord” (Psa. 37:23). While it 
looked as if Joseph’s father, then his 
brothers, then Potiphar, then Pharaoh, 
were ordering Joseph's life, the over-all 
picture makes clear what Joseph him- 
self said, “It was not you that sent me 
hither, but God” (Gen. 45:8). 

“All things work together for good 
to them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). 
It is true that the “good” to which God 
makes all things work together is our 
conformity to Christ, but other aspects 
of His purpose are also realized through 
the various situations of life. Joseph 
certainly grew in moral stature, and he 
played a notable part in the outwork- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

OW many dreams played a part in 

Joseph’s life, and whose were they? 

2. What was peculiar about the order 
of these dreams? 

3. How old was Joseph when he (1) 
was sold into slavery, (2) became prime 
minister of Egypt? 

4. Who was responsible for Joseph’s 
being thrown into prison? 

5. What became Joseph’s responsibil- 
ity in the prison? 

6. In what translation of the Bible is 
Joseph called a “luckie fellowe”? 

7. What were the names of Joseph’s 
(1) miaster, (2) father-in-law, and how 
are these names related? 

8. What did Joseph call his two sons, 
and what do the names mean? 

9. What steps did Joseph take to ac- 
cumulate grain in view of the approach- 
ing famine? 

10. How long was Joseph in prison 
after he had: interpreted the dreams of 
the butler and the baker? 


(Answers on page 469) 
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ing of the purposes of God through 
those very experiences which were hard 
to bear. 

“The secret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him” (Psa. 25:14). It is quite 
manifest that Joseph was a God-fearing 
man from his youth, and he carried that 
with him all through the trying and 
discouraging days of the pit and the 
prison. As a result, God gave him 
illumination concerning His purposes, 
making him a true seer. 

Dreams. Dreams played quite a part 
in the life of Joseph—his own dreams 
and other people’s dreams. Six alto- 
gether are recorded, and they come in 
pairs, The first two were his own (37: 
5-11), both indicating his advance to a 
place of rulership over the other members 
of the household, which actually came to 
pass when they came down to Egypt for 
grain. The second pair were the similar 
dreams of the baker and the butler of 
Pharaoh (chap. 40), which were never- 
theless sufficiently different to represent 
opposite issues—death for the baker and 
restoration for the butler. Finally there 
came Pharaoh’s twin dreams (41:1-8), 
prefiguring the years of plenty and the 
years,of famine. This was the occasion 
of Joseph’s advancement to power in 
Egypt, on the ground of his wisdom in 
interpreting the dreams. 

We ought to be cautious about dreams. 
Some dreams have a physical cause and 
are void of all real significance. Some 
dreams are psychical, attributable to 
mental states, sometimes bringing out 
what is in the subconscious mind. It 
is just possible that some dreams are 
demon-inspired, and against these the 
child of God may seek and obtain pro- 
tection by the Spirit of God. God Him- 
self inspired dreams in pre-Biblical and 
Biblical times. With the Bible in our 
hands, we should not need the guid- 
ance of dreams as men of old did. Yet 
I would not dare to say that God never 
uses dreams today. Nevertheless we 
need to observe the utmost caution in 
attributing dreams to God which are 
more likely to arise from psychical 
causes. 


Practical Applications 

If the Lord is with you, men may 
smite you, but they cannot hurt you. 

The afflictions of the righteous are a 
big part of their schooling, preparing 
them for ever bigger service. 

Our buffetings here are but training 
us for the place which God has ap- 
pointed for us in His everlasting King- 
dom. 

Faithfulness in adverse situations is 
the pathway to promotion. 

Whatever be your lot, do not allow 
bitterness to enter your spirit, lest you 
miss the fruit of your trial. 


Golden Text 


Psa. 103:17.—“But the mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
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upon them that fear him.” If you can 
find a moment which is not embraced in 
“from everlasting to everlasting,” then 
in that moment you may fear that the 
mercy of God may be withdrawn from 
you! 
ELMuursT, ILL, 
v4 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Joseph’s master ... put him 
into theyprison . . .” (Gen. 39:20).— 
After Joseph was sold by his brethren, 
he was taken to Egypt and sold again. 
This time to the captain of Pharaoh’s 
guard. He was a real testimony to the 
Lord; so much so, that his master ob- 
served that the Lord was with him, and 
prospered everything he did. The mas- 
ter decided to get in on the prosperity, 
so to speak, by putting everything he 
had into Joseph’s hands. 

The Lord’s purpose concerning Joseph 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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was supremacy; and all who gave 
Joseph the supreme place were blessed 
by the Lord. Such was the case with 
this officer, Potiphar, as the opening 
verses of our chapter show. 

Since Joseph is a type of Christ, all 
persons giving Christ the supreme place 
in their hearts and lives are blessed. 
True, the blessings in this day of our 
Lord’s rejection are spiritual more than 
temporal, but the temporal are not ig- 
nored. The Apostle John wished above 
all things that the well-beloved Gaius 
might prosper and be in health “even 
as thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2). 

When Joseph is tempted, he not only 
resists the temptation but flees from it. 
He is falsely accused by a vindictive 
woman and is cast into prison. The 
silence of Joseph when he was falsely 
slandered is noteworthy. We are re- 
minded by it of the fact that when our 
Lord was being falsely accused, He 
“opened not his mouth.” His silence 
amazed the high priest, who exclaimed, 
“Answerest thou nothing?” 


“And the keeper of the prison com- 
mitted to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners 
. . -” (Gen. 39:22).—At first the jailer 
ill-treated Joseph. He put him in the 
dungeon (40:15). He “was laid in 
iron,” and his feet were hurt with fet- 
ters (Psa. 105:17). But uncomplaining 
Joseph conducted himself in such a 
manner as to convince the jailer that 
the Lord was with him and that His 
blessing rested on all Joseph’s service. 
“For the Lord heareth the poor, and 
despiseth not his prisoners” (Psa. 69:33). 
The Lord’s blessing is upon His people 
(Psa. 3:8). So the jailer placed every- 
thing in Joseph’s hands, and all went 
well. No matter what the circumstances 
of a Christian may be, if he walks hum- 
bly with his God, he will enjoy the 
“blessing of the Lord” which “maketh 
rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it” 
(Prov. 10:22). 

Joseph was not the last saint of God 
to be thrust into a prison. Many of 
the Lord’s choicest servants have been 
and still are being imprisoned. “What 
tales Joseph, Jeremiah, Paul, John Bun- 
yan, the martyrs, and Covenanters could 
tell one another!” (Dr. Scroggie.) 


“And Joseph was thirty years old... 
and went throughout all the land of 
Egypt” (Gen. 41:46).—A prime minister 
of Egypt at thirty years of age! America 
has many “rags to riches” stories, but 
“prison to palace” would describe 
Joseph’s experience. 

In the wisdom and power of the Spirit 
of God (41:38), Joseph solved Egypt’s 
problem. He is but a type of the One 
who has the entire fullness of the Spirit 
(John 3:34), who can solve all the prob- 
lems of saints and sinners now, and who 
as King of kings will solve all the 
world’s problems (Jer. 32:17). 

As we write, Egypt is having a special 
threefold problem: The Suez Canal, 
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DEAF AND DUMB, 
YET “SPEAKS” 


Last summer, at the Christian Youth 
Camp at the foot of majestic Mount 
Olympus, beside the blue Aegean Sea, 
740 children from the slums and harvest 
fields of Greece were given a taste of what 
seemed to be heaven on earth. 


But little 12-year-old George could not 
laugh and sing with the rest. He was 
deaf and dumb, but the smartest fellow 
imaginable. He had no father, and was 
in danger of being led astray by bad com- 
pany, when a good Christian friend in 
America made it possible for him to 
attend our camp. He could not hear the 
messages, but the loving, Christ-honoring 
environment reached his heart and made 
a marked change in him. 


Just recently, a woman who attended 
our Gospel meetings in Thessalonica was 
asked by one of our workers how she 
heard about us. Wewere moved to tears 
by her reply. “George, my neighbor, the 
deaf and dumb boy who is now in your 
orphanage, led me to you. One day when 
I was dressed up to go out, he met me 
outside my house and, taking me by the 
hand, pantomined that he wanted to take 
me somewhere to worship. I went with 
him and liked it so well that now my chil- 
dren are in the Sunday school too.” 


Another camp season is almost here 
and hundreds of eager children who are 
physically and spiritually undernourished 
are hoping that they, too, will be spon- 
sored at camp by some kind friend in 
America. For only $15 you can make a 
pale, thin face grow plump and rosy, and 
a love-starved heart overflow with the joy 
of Christ the Saviour. Will some little 
boy or girl you send to camp include your 
name in a prayer of thanksgiving to the 
Heavenly Father this summer? Send 
your gifts to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, Gen- 
eral Secretary, Dept. S, P.O. Box 423, New 
York 36, New York. (In Canada: 90 Du- 
plex Ave., Toronto, Ont.) : (Adv.) 
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Aqaba, and the Gaza strip. What an 
exceedingly difficult time the wisdom of 
the world, as embodied in the United 
Nations, is having seeking to settle it! 


“And unto Joseph were born two sons 

. .” (Gen. 41:50).—He named them 
“Forgetting” (Manasseh) and “Fruitful” 
(Ephraim). “For God, said he, hath 
made me forget all my toil, and all my 
father’s house.” And, “God hath caused 
me to be fruitful in the land of my 
affliction.” 

Matthew Henry asks, “But could he 
be so unnatural as to forget all his 
father’s house?” Then answers: “He 
means the unkindness he received from 
his brethren or perhaps the wealth and 
honor he expected from his father, with 
the birthright. The robes he now wore 
made him forget the coat of divers 
colors which he wore in his father’s 
house.” 

The believer should forget “those 
things which are behind,” and should 
reach forth unto “those things which 
are before.” 

He should also be “fruitful” in every 
good word and work. 


“ . . the mercy of the Lord is from * 


everlasting to everlasting . ..” (Psa. 
103: 17).—Putting this in New Testament 
language, we have: “God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his ggeat love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us _ together 
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 
and hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to 
come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness 
toward us through Christ Jesus” (Eph. 
2:4-7). 
Wawona, CALIF. 
oS 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, as we come to the sec- 

ond period of Joseph’s life we find 
a young man well launched upon a 
career filled with both humiliation and 
the highest of honors. Doubtless his 
humiliation was a necessary preparation 
for his later exaltation. We might call 
the three divisions of his life: (1) In- 
discretion, (2) Humiliation, (3) Exal- 
tation! This would also make a fair 
synopsis of the life of Moses (teacher 
can explain that). 

Today we are considering number 2 
for Joseph. His humiliation began when 
his brothers stripped him of his coat of 
many colors and cast him into a pit, 
while they discussed means by which 
they could dispose of him, some being 
willing to kill him. Then came along a 
band of Ishmaelites on their way down to 
Egypt, and the brothers drew Joseph up 
out of the pit and sold him to the Ish- 
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maelites as a slave. It would be inter- 
esting to know just how Joseph behaved 
himself with his new masters on that 
long journey to Egypt, but I think we 
can be reasonably sure that he made a 
good impression on them. Joseph was 
undoubtedly a God-fearing lad, and I 
am sure that he prayed much and had 
faith that God would protect him. All 
that we know of his subsequent life 
abundantly warrants the supposition. 
He must have been industrious, too, do- 
ing his part of the camp chores; and we 
know by later events that he loved peo- 
ple. That is a definite asset in any life. 

Arriving in Egypt, his masters sold 
him to the king’s chief officer, Potiphar, 
“Captain of the Guard”;-.and he so im- 
pressed Potiphar with his frank, 
straightforward manner that he made 
Joseph the manager of his household 
and entrusted him with all his property. 
Here the record adds, “The Lord blessed 
the Egyptian’s home for Joseph’s sake; 
and the blessing of the Lord was upon 
all that he had in the house, and in the 
field” (Gen. 39:5). 

Fellows, that speaks volumes for Jo- 
seph’s integrity and his piety. Wouldn’t 
you like to have such a thing said about 
you? It could be. But Joseph's piety 
was*put to a sore test. Potiphar’s wife 
took a fancy to this straight-going 
young fellow. She was an evil woman 
and she tempted him to do a vile thing. 
Joseph’s home training and his faith 
and loyalty to God came to his rescue, 
and he fled from the temptation. Lis- 
ten to his reply to the temptress: “Be- 
hold, my master wotteth not what is 
with me in the house, and he hath com- 
mitted all that he hath to my hand; 
there is none greater in this house than 
I; neither hath he kept back any thing 
from me but thee, because thou art 
his wife: how then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?” 

Fellows, that was sublime. And any 
fellow who will make up his mind to 
obey God and who will yield himself 
to Jesus Christ and trust Him can win 
victories like that. Joseph’s humiliation 
was not yet over, for Potiphar’s wife 
accused him to her husband; and Poti- 
phar, believing her, caused him to be 
put in prison. But here again God's 
hand was with Joseph, for he won the 
prison keeper’s favor and was treated 
as a “trusty,” the keeper placing him 
in charge of al] the other prisoners. 
“When a man’s ways please the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). 

(Next week, Joseph’s exaltation.) 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for June 23 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTep HyMNS 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 

“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, all whose ways 
are perfect, we thank Thee for the love 
and wisdom behind all Thy doings. Help 
us ever to trust and obey Thee, even 
though we may not understand Thy 
ways with us. Make us patient and 
cheerful in trouble and work out Thy 
perfect plan for each of us. Encourage 
our missionaries and all faithful work- 
ers in Thy service. Use them to turn 
many to Christ. Bless our land with 
a strong, pure Christianity and with 
godly, upright, and wise leaders in the 
church and in the state. Give healing 
and help to the sick and tested ones. 
To all:of us give the sympathetic heart 
and the helping hand. Forgive our sins, 
purify us from all evil, and give us light 
to see and strength to do Thy will al- 
ways, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Joseph must have 
been quite unable to see any connection 
between his early dreams of a great 
future and the years of trouble that 
followed. His troubles seemed to mock 
his dreams, but actually they all led 
to the day when the dreams came true. 


Ture. WE Yer can Trust GOD 


Those last two years in prison must 
have seemed longest of all, for when 
Pharaoh's butler was released, Joseph had 
hope that his case would come before 
Pharaoh and he would be set free. But 
the passing months showed the butler 
to have forgotten. But suppose he had 
remembered and fon Joseph’s release! 
The best that could then have happened 
would have been freedom to go back to 
Canaan,-to ranching, and to his brothers’ 
hatred! No! Joseph must linger in 
prison till the time came when he was 
needed to explain Pharaoh’s dream. 
Then the clouds broke, the sun shone 
through at last, and Joseph made the 
ascent from prison to palace in a single 
day! And then, too, he could see that 
every step in the darkness had. fitted 
into God’s plan. 

God has a plan for all who love, trust, 
and serve Him; but we must give Him 
time to work it out. He may lead you 
through dark and trying things as He 
did Joseph, but be sure of this: 

He knows, He loves, He cares— 

Nothing this truth can dim— 

He gives His very best to those 

Who leave the choice to Him. 
“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:6). 


Carcary, Axta., Can. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn verse 9 on “The 
Creation” card. Question: “Whom 
did God make us like?” Answer: 
“And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness” (Gen. 1:26). 
Who will put up the silhouette pic- 
tures of the seven landmarks of Gene- 
sis that we have studied? Good. “The 
Creation,” “Thé@ Fall,” “The Flood,” 
“Babel,” “Abraham,” “Isaac,” “Jacob.” 

Last Sunday we saw Joseph being 
taken to Egypt to be sold as a slave. 
It looked as if his brothers had ruined 
his life. But God did not allow that. 
He had His purpose for Joseph which 
had to be accomplished. Read Genesis 
39:1-6. What does it say ‘about the 
Lord? (“The Lord was with Joseph.” 
“The Lord made all he did to prosper.” 
“The Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house 
for his sake.) Yes, God blessed all that 
Potiphar had, for: Joseph’s sake. 

But Potiphar’s wife tried to make 
Joseph sin. When he refused, she made 
trouble for him. In verses 8 and 9 he 
gives his reasons for refusing. (His 
master trusted him and had made him 
ruler over all that he had.) Right. 
Joseph ended his refusal with a solemn 
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question. What was it? (“How then 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?”) We should ask our- 
selvés the same question when we are 
tempted to do wrong. 

Read Genesis 39:20-23 to see what hap- 
pened to Joseph next. Though he was 
innocent, he was put into prison and 
cruelly treated. But the Lord was with 
him still, and soon he was ruling in the 
prison just as he had ruled on Potiphar’s 
estate. 

Chapter 40 tells of Pharaoh's officers 
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who were put into the prison under 
Joseph’s care. Read verses 4-7. It does 
not say that Joseph “bossed” them, but 
that “he served them”! Joseph even 
noticed when they looked sad! When 
they were troubled about their dreams, 
Joseph told them that only God could 
interpret them. After they told them 
to him, Joseph gave them the meaning. 
The chief butler’s dream meant that in 
three days he would be released from 
prison and be given back his former 
position. The baker’s dream meant 
that in three days he would be hanged. 
Read what Joseph said to the chief but- 
ler in verse 14, 

Joseph’s prophecies quickly came to 
pass. Surely the chief butler would 
watch for an opportunity to ask the 
king to release Joseph, when he had 
been so good to him! Read the last 
part of chapter 40. That ungrateful 
butler actually forgot Joseph for two 
whole years! At the end of that time 
Pharaoh had two strange dreams in the 
same night. Read Genesis 41:8. Now 
the king was troubled, and none of 
Egypt’s magicians or wise men could 
interpret his dreams: Read verse 9, 
How ruefully the chief butler must have 
said, “I do remember my faults this 
day”! At last he told Pharaoh about 
Joseph, and Pharaoh sent for him at 
once. 

Read Genesis 41:15, 16. When Pha- 
raoh said, “I have heard say of thee, 
that thou canst understand a dream to 
interpret it,” what did Joseph say? (“It 
is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh 
an answer of peace.”) Read the king’s 
two dreams in verses 17-24. What did 
Joseph say in verse 25? (“God hath 


shewed’ Pharaoh what he is about to 
do.”) Then Joseph interpreted Pha- 
raoh’s dreams which foretold seven 
years of plenty, to be followed by seven 
years of famine. Joseph advised Pha- 
raoh to appoint a wise-man to organize 


conservation during the years of plenty, 
so that there would be food in reserve 
for the years of famine. 

What did Pharaoh say in Genesis 41: 
38, 39? So Joseph became ruler of 
Egypt, and he ruled wisely and well. 
Our last silhouette for Genesis shows 
Joseph standing between the prison and 
the palace. 

During Joseph’s years in prison, it 
seemed as if no one remembered him. 
Even the chief butler forgot him when 
he got back to his former good job and 
his old friends. But God never forgot 
Joseph for a moment. Turn to Psalm 
105:17, 18. What does this tell about 
Joseph’s prison experience? (He was 
put into irons, and his feet were hurt in 
the prison.) Right. The Lord, who was 
with him in the prison, noticed this 
and had it recorded in His Word hun- 
dreds of years later! The poor Hebrew 
slave, forgotten by the world, was re- 
membered and tenderly loved by the 
Lord of all the earth! He was only 
allowed to suffer what was necessary to 
fit him for the exalted position he was 
to have. If we have accepted Christ 
as our Saviour, Joseph’s Lord is our 
Lord! 


Note: The silhouette pictures used in this 
lesson are 40c per set of 8, or 3 sets for $1. 
“The Creation” cards are 20c a dozen. Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Joseph in a Strange Land 
(Gen. 41:14-16, 28-30, 33-35, 39, 40) 
F YOU were stolen from your home 
by kidnapers, and carried, say, to 
Russia and sold for a slave, how would 
you feel and act? Would you be polite 
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and do your very best work? Or would 
you be rebellious and do mean things 
and poor work? Well, how did you 
do at school! And that is neither a 
strange land nor a place of slavery, but 
a place for you to obtain an education 
and training for the future. What about 
Joseph, whose own brothers sold him 
for a slave? Let us read Genesis 39:3. 
Now, how do you suppose his master 
could see that the Lord was with him? 
Did Joseph speak of his God in a strange 
place? Did he do faithfully even the 
work he did not like? His master could 
see, and Joseph was promoted! 

His master trusted him with every- 
thing. Then the master’s wife tried to 
make love to Joseph. Joseph would 
not, but ran away and left her. She 
was angry and perhaps afraid Joseph 
would tell on her, so she lied to her 
husband and said Joseph had tried to 
make love to her. Then what happened 
to Joseph? How would you act after 
all that unfair treatment? But look at 
Joseph—verses 21-23. There was no one 
on earth to know or care how he behaved 
—but the Lord was watching him and 
caring. And Joseph cared what He 
thought, and did what He could bless. 

Eleven long years as a slave! Then 
came a hope of getting out of prison! 
Can you tell ahout the king’s officers 
who were put in the prison? Maybe 
God would work through the officer 
who went back to the king! Did He? 
Two years went by, and Joseph must 
have been discouraged in that hope. 
But God was working! And the butler 
remembered about Joseph at just the 
right time, God’s time! Perhaps there 
is someone here who would like to go 
to the blackboard and draw 4 picture of 
Pharaoh’s dream about the cows. All 
right, John! You choose one or two 
others to read Genesis 41:17-21 and help 
you plan the picture on paper for 
Dream One. Who will draw Dream 
Two, which was about the ears, or, as 
we say, the heads, of grains (vs. 22, 
23.) Whom do you want to help you 
plan the picture? There will not be 
time to put your pictures on the black- 
board today, but have them ready for 
next time. The blackboard will be bet- 
ter than paper for some of the action. 

While the artists and their helpers 
plan the dream pictures, the rest of us 
will plan a dialogue of chapter 41:8-43, 
that exciting day when Joseph was pro- 
moted from prison to president. Pha- 
raoh and Joseph do most of the talking 
so we must choose our best readers for 
them. Then we must have some to 
speak for the magicians and wise men, 
someone for the words of the butler, 
and others to be the king’s servants 
standing about him. Do we have a ring 
for the king to give Joseph? a gold 
collar? a crown for Pharaoh? Who will 
make them from construction paper? 
Next time we will be ready to do this 
story in class. The readers may, if they 
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Lesson for June 23 


wish, substitute modern words for the 
old ones: “cows” for “kine,” “fat and 
well fed” for “fatfleshed and well 
favoured,” “thin and skinny” for “ill 
favoured and leanfleshed.” 

This week as you read the stories, 
you will not only be getting ready to 
enjoy our plans for next Sunday, but 
you will find Joseph had unexpected 
company. (1) The king’s dream, Gene- 
sis 41:1-8. (2) At last he did remem- 
ber! Verses 9-14. (3) How did Joseph 
know? Verses 15-32. (4) A new job, 
verses 33-46. (5) Joseph’s life as an 
officer, verses 47-57. (6) Seeing his 
brothers, 42:1-17. (7) Grain for his 
father and brothers, verses 18-38. 

Joseph, like David, must have felt 
like saying, “O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is good: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever” (Psa. 107:1, Memory 
Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEN reviewing last week’s lesson, 

use the miniature, many-colored 
coat. Make certain that your children 
remember not only the story of Joseph 
but the even more important truth of 
the salvation that there is in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Have you ever used a sandbox for 
storytelling? If you back your flannel- 
graph figures with lightweight card- 
board, they will stand nicely in the 
sand. And you can move them from 
place to place—adding to the effective- 
ness of visual-aid teaching. We suggest 
using a portable type sandbox that you 
can place on a low table. Do not use 
it every week. However, it could be 
used for letting the children review the 
previous week’s lesson. They will love 
the fyn of moving the figures from 
place to place. This is the time of year, 
obviously, when you will have to be 
even more colorful in your teaching. 
Make your Primaries so yearn to come 
to Sunday school that they will not 
want their families to take them away 
on the Lord’s Day, even though the 
weather may be lovely. 





Joseph, you will remember, had told 
his brothers how that some day God 
was going to honor him. I suppose that 
when he was in the bottom of that dark, 
slimy pit, it didn’t look much as if his 
dream would come true. Later, things 
looked even worse! After Joseph’s 
brothers had sold him to the strange 
travelers, he was taken down into the 
land of Egypt and there sold again— 
this time to Potiphar, one of the chief 
men in the government. Away far away 
from his dear father, down in a foreign 
land, and alone! Poor, poor Joseph! 
Was he really alone? No, indeed, he 
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was not! For the Bible says, “And the 
Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man” (Gen. 39:2). The won- 
derful thing,is that even though every- 
thing might have seemed to be wrong, 
we learn that the foreign man who had 
bought Joseph, “saw that the Lord was 
with him, and that the Lord made all 
that he did to prosper in his hand” 
(v. 3). : 

Joseph lived such a godly life that 
the foreign chief trusted him with 
everything he had. Joseph walked with 
God and talked with God and lived a 
life that pleased God. The most god- 
like person, however, has temptations. 
So Joseph was tempted to sin. How he 
must have prayed! God knew his heart 
and kept him from the awful sin. But 
the one who had tempted him (Poti- 
phar’s wife) was angry that Joseph had 
not sinned. So she lied about him. So 
dreadful was her lie that Potiphar, who 
had trusted Joseph completely, had him 
thrown into prison. How could it ever 
be that Joseph would receive the honor 
about which he had dreamed? 

“But the Lord was with Joseph” (v. 
21), the Bible says. Even though things 
around him were dreadfully bad, Joseph 
was not alone. God knew that Joseph 
had done nothing wrong. So, while 
prison bars and locks may keep one 
from others outside, nothing can sep- 
arate the child of God from his 
Heavenly Father (Rom. 8:38, 39). Be- 
cause the jailkeeper could see that 
Joseph was a good man, he, too, trusted 
Joseph, and put. him in charge of the 
othey prisoners. 

One day when two of the king’s serv- 
ants were thrown into jail (the butler 
and the baker), Joseph did a favor for 
them—he told them what their dreams 
meant. He could not do it himself, of 
course. But, as he told the men, it was 
God who helped him to understand 
men’s dreams. A long, long time after 
that, Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, had 
a dream. It was then that he learned 
that Joseph could tell the meaning of 
dreams. So he called for him. Joseph 
washed and shaved and went to Pha- 
raoh. As before, God helped him to 
explain the meaning of Pharaoh's 
dream. What was the meaning? Joseph 
explained that for the next seven years 
there would be plenty of food and 
water. The following seven years there 
would not be enough to eat. Then he 
explained how Pharaoh could, by care- 
ful planning, store away enough food 
during the first seven years so that no 
one would need to starve to death. 
There and then Joseph’s dream, of many 
years before, began to come true. For 
Pharaoh made Joseph a ruler in Egypt! 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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God is better served and pleased with 
our warm devotions than with our warm 
disputations.—Matthew Henry. 
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325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the leSsons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


He Is My Boy!—The mercy of the 

Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
(Psa. 103:17, Golden Text). Said a 
friend to a father whose boy had been 
going from bad to worse, “And how 
is John?” “Worse and worse,” said the 
father with a strange tremor in his 
voice. “If he were my boy,” said the 
friend, “I would cast him off.” “Yes,” 
said the father, “and if he were your 
boy, I would cast him off, but you see 
he is not your boy, but my boy.” From 
love’s argument there is no appeal, and 
the love that never fails watches and 
waits through the long night, enduring, 
hoping, and trusting, and the light of 
that love never wearies, but ever waits. 
Whatever else you doubt or disbelieve, 
let nothing cloud the conviction that 
God’s love is as deep as the sea, as wide 
as the world, as changeless as eternity. 
—From the Expositor. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. ‘ 
The Ballast of Affliction—And Jo- 
seph’s master took him, and put him 
into the prison, a place where the king’s 
prisoners were bound: and he was there 
in the prison. But the Lord was with 
Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and 
gave him favour in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison (Gen. 39:20, 21). 
The late Dr. Lambie, medical mission- 
ary, formerly of Abyssinia, has forded 
many swift and bridgeless streams in 
Africa. The danger in crossing such a 
stream lies in being swept off one’s feet 
and carried down the stream to greater 
depths or hurled to death against the 
hidden rocks. Dr. Lambie learned from 
the natives the best way to make such 
a hazardous crossing. The man about 
to cross finds a large stone, the heavier 
the better, lifts it to his shoulder, and 
carries it across the stream as “ballast.” 
The extra weight of the stone keeps 
his feet solid on the bed of the stream 
and he can cross safely without being 
swept away. Dr. Lambie drew this ap- 
plication: While crossing the danger- 
ous stream of life, enemies constantly 
seek to overthrow us and rush us down 
to ruin. We need the ballast of burden- 
bearing, a load of affliction, to keep us 
from being swept off our feet. For 
this very purpose God: gave Paul a 
“thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7-9).— 
From the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Reliable in Jail or Governor’s Man- 
sion—And the keeper of the prison 
committed to Joseph’s hand all the pris- 
oners that were in the prison (Gen. 
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39:22). If you are a servant may your 
employer feel that you are the most 
reliable person about the place. Joseph 
in jail was as reliable as when gover- 
nor of Egypt. Cream rises to the top 
even if it is in a washbowl.—From the 
United Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


His Resources Are Mine.—The Lord 
was with him, and that which he did, 
the Lord made it to prosper (Gen. 39: 
23). “It makes no matter,” said J. Hud- 
son Taylor, “where He places me or 
how. That is rather for Him to con- 
sider than for me; for the easiest posi- 
tions He must give me grace, and in the 
most difficult, His grace is sufficient. 
So, if God places me in great perplexity, 
must He not give me much guidance; 
in positions of great difficulty, much 
grace; in circumstances of great pres- 
sure and trial, much strength? As to 
work, mine was never so plentiful, so 
responsible, or so difficult; but the 
weight and strain are all gone. His 
resources are mine, for He is mine.”— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Not Limited—And Joseph gathered 
corn as the sand of the sea, very much, 
until he’ left numbering; for it was with- 
out number (Gen, 41:49). A million- 
aire agreed to go into a business part- 
nership with a young mechanic whom 
he believed would make good, and this 
young fellow was much elated because 
he thought the man’s millions would be 
at the disposal of the business; but 
when the legal papers were drawn up 
by the millionaire’s attorney, they called 
for the word “Limited.” It was the 
firm of “So and So, Ltd.,” and the 
charter showed very clearly that the 
millionaire was responsible only to the 
extent of $5,000. Your Senior Partner 
owns all the silver and the gold and 
the cattle upon a thousand hills, and 
if you are true to Him He will tax the 
resources of the universe if necessary 
to see you through.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Jan- 
zen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


When We Come Out of the Furnace. 
—For God, said he, hath made me forget 
all my toil (Gen. 41:51). A minister 
who visit the place where Crown 
Derby was being made said: I remem- 
ber going through the factory, and 
through an almost open shed where 
they paint on the china. There it is—a 
drab-looking blue, dirty-looking red, 
nothing at all attractive; and round the 
edge and into the design they put a 
black-looking paint. Then they put it 
into the furnace, and when it came out 
again the black was bright gold and 
the blue and the red had that deep won- 
drous color which is Crown Derby. 
When I was watching, and before the 
paint was fired, I saw a hand slip while 
painting, and the design was smudged. 
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But when the piece came out of the 
furnace the color was fast; it had been 
burnt into the china. If, when God 
comes and blesses you, again and again, 
He allows you to go into the furnace, 
it is in order that there the new under- 
standing of Him may be burnt deep into 
your heart. And as you enter fully into 
the fresh knowledge, you learn to thank 
God for all that He has given to you in 
the furnace.—From the Rev. L. F. E. 
Wilkinson, in Keswick Week. Sent by 
Mrs. T. E. Langford, Simcoe, Ont., Can. 


Returning Praises.—For God, said he, 
hath made me... For God hath caused 
me to be fruitful ... (Gen. 41:51, 52). 
Edward III, the martial king, having 
vanquished the king of France by force 
of battle, put off the whole glory from 
himself and gave it to God, causing to 
be sung, “Not unto us, Lord, not unto 
us, Lord, but unto Thy name be glory 
given!” When Joseph was crowned 
with honor, he did not hesitate to give 
glory to his God, by whose hand he 
was being led. Is it our habit to return 
praises to Him for all the blessings we 
receive from Him?—Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


8 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 462) 

1. Six: his own, thoSe of the butler 
and the baker, and Pharaoh’s. 

2. They came in pairs with related, 
and in two cases identical, significance. 

3. (1) Seventeen; (2) thirty. 

4. His master’s wife, who first tempted 
him, and then lied about him; 

5. He became chief administrator of 
the prison. 

6. Tyndale’s, 

7. (1) Potiphar; (2) Poti-pherah. The 
first is an abbreviation of the second. 

8. (1) Manasseh, which means “caus- 
ing to forget”; (2) Ephraim, which 
means “fruitful.” 

9. He imposed a twenty per cent tax 
in kind on all the grain grown in Egypt. 

10. Two years. 

E_muurst, ILL. 


“ 
The Five Valiant Saints 


(Continued from second page) 
votion.of the men that is presented, one 
becomes deeply aware of the self-effac- 
ing devotion of the women, including 
the author. Their acceptance of sorrow 
as a trust from the Lord, and their real- 
ization that they are still a part of 
Operation Auca, as well as of the total 
operation of the Gospel, speaks as 
deeply to the soul as the sacrifice of the 
martyrs themselves. It is this spirit of 
the book that makes it a spiritual classic 
as well as a missionary epic. 

The pictures (there are sixty-four 
pages of them) are as dramatic as the 
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narrative. Many of them were taken 
by Nate Saint, the pilot of the group, 
and the others by Cornell Capa, Life 
magazine photographer, who edited the 
pictorial sections, 

Many, no doubt, even in Christian 
circles, will regard this whole incident 
as a reckless waste of five valuable 
young lives. The five widows do not 
think so. They have already seen 
enough fruit from the death of their 
husbands to assure them that once more 
the old saying will prove true, that “the 
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
church.” Redemption was costly. It 
cost the blood of the Son of God. And 
following Him costs. The work of the 
Gospel costs. Soldiers are expendable, 
and the simple, common grave by the 
Curaray, in Auca territory, calls for 
men and women who will regard them- 
selves as expendable “for Christ and 
His Kingdom.” 

D3 


Children at Home , 


Davy’s Helping Hand 
By Grace James : 
6é¢¥ INDA!” shouted Davy. “You are 
digging up Mother’s flowers!” 

“Yes, Davy,” Linda _ said, smiling, 
“Mother said I could have some. You 
see, the Junior Department is going to 
plant some flawers around our new 
church.” 

“Oh, Linda, I want to plant some 
flowers, too. Do you think they will 
let me?” 

“I don’t know, Davy; you can ask your 
Sunday school teacher, but don’t you 
think the Beginners are awfully young 
to plant flowers?” 

“Well, that’s working for God, isn’t 
it?” Davy persisted. 

“Yes, it is,” Linda answered. 

“Well, Miss Jenkins told us just last 
Sunday we should do anything we could 
do to help God,” Davy said, then went 
running into the house to talk this over 
with his mother. 

She was busy sewing when he came 
in, but put her sewing aside when Davy 
asked, “Mother, may I have some of 
your flowers, too?” 

“That depends on what you want them 
for, Davy,” she told him in a pleasant 
voice. 

“Linda is going to plant some flowers 
at our new church and I want to plant 


some, too. Please, Mother, may I?” By , 


now he was almost begging. 

“Davy, they have asked the older chil- 
dren to plant the flowers because they 
think that is best,” Mother explained. 
“When you are older, you can plant 
some flowers around the church, too.” 
* “Oh, dear,” cried Davy, “I am just not 
old enough to do anything to help God.” 

Mother pulled Davy up in the chair 
beside her, put her arm around him, 
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PREPARE NOW! BIG NEED FOR 


MISSIONARY-TRAINED 
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Moody Bible Institute’s expanding facilities 
are providing openings for 1 additional 
students in the Missionary Radio Course. 

The present need is so urgent that applica- 
tions for the Missionary Radio Course, 
September class of '57, will be accepted 
through July. Write today for Free Catalog. 

Address: Office of Admissions, Dept. $-57-335 
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820 N. La Salle Street e Chicago 10, Illinois 
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and said: “Davy, working at the church 
is’ fine, but it isn’t the only place you 
can work for God. When you do a kind 
deed for anyone, no matter where they 
are, you are showing that you love 
Jesus.” 

Davy sat and thought for a few min- 
utes, then he smiled real big and said: 
“Mrs. Thomas, down at the corner, is 
sick, and she can’t get out in her yard 
and ‘plant flowers. May I take some 
down there and plant them in her 
yard?” 

“Why, Davy, I think that is a wonder- 
ful idea!” Mother exclaimed. “You and 
I will go down there right now and ask 
her if it is all right, and if it is, we will 
do it this afternoon.” 

“Oh, boy!” Davy shouted, “then we 
will both be working for God.” 

Hand in hand, Davy and his mother 
walked down the street to ask Mrs. 
Thomas if she would like them to plant 
some of their flowers in her yard. Mrs. 
Thomas was so .happy, for she loved 
flowers, too. 

That evening when Davy’s father 
came home, Davy told him all about 
what they had done. “And, Daddy,” 
he said, “Mrs. Thomas was happy and 
Mother and I were happy, and I just 
know God was happy, too.” 

DaLias, TEx. 
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Billy Graham Campaign 
(Continued from page 456) 


God might have a basis upon which He 
could forgive the human race of their 
sins and make them new creations. 

“How can this encounter take place? 
It is not a matter of finding God. He 
has never been lost. We must place 
ourselves within reach of Him by re- 
pentance and faith. When the Prodigal 
Son became lost in the morass of sin 
in the far-off city, his father did not 
come to him. He came home to his 
father in repentance and humility. God, 
like the Prodigal’s father waits patiently 
for our return. You can come to Christ 
tonight. Right now this encounter can 
take place in the quietness of your seat, 
or perhaps as you go home and con- 
template what you have heard and seen 
tonight. The moment you are ready to 
surrender your will to Christ, the Spirit 
of God comes into your life and gives 
you a moral transformation and you 
literally become a new creation in 
Christ. 

“When should this encounter take 
place? Now. The Bible says: ‘Now is 
the accepted time; today is the day of 
salvation.’ The Bible says: ‘Choose 
you this day whom you will serve.’ 
The Bible again says: ‘In the day ye 
hear his voice, harden not your heart.’ 
The Bible warns that after hearing the 
Gospel there is a danger of hardening 
your heart. The Spirit of God is speak- 
ing to many of you right now. Don’t 
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wait. Give your life to Christ now. 
You may never have such an oppor- 
tunity as this again. Hundreds of times 
in the Bible God has said to wandering 
man, ‘Come.’ Christ said: ‘Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me, 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.’ 
To all the lonely people He says, ‘Come.’ 
To all those with frustrations and bur- 
dens and bewilderments, sins, longings, 
and boredoms, He says, ‘Come.’ To 
those of you that have a lashing con- 


Science He says, ‘Come ... take . 
learn . . . and rest.’ Come for the fel- 
lowship your heart craves. Take of 


the satisfying portion your soul yearns 
for. Learn the secret of peace your 
mind seeks. Rest in the confidence your 
heart desires. . . Without Him, the 
Prophet Isaiah says, ‘Any nation will 
perish,’ but society is only as strong as 
its individuals. Before we can have a 
better world, we must have better men. 
Christ.can make you a better person 
and thus a better nation.” 

Finally, Dr. Graham made a simple, 
clear, unemotional appeal for all those 
who wanted to get right with God 
through Christ to leave their seats and 
walk right down and stand in front of 
the platform. It was a deeply moving 
sight to see people all over that vast 
auditorium walking quietly down the 
aisles to stand in the open space before 
the platform. The final count made in 
the inquiry room showed that on Wed- 
nesday night 704 people, young and 
old, had come forward. (Some will 
criticize the giving of statistics; but Billy 
explains that the press wants them and 
therefore it is better to give them ac- 
curately. He does not call those who 
come forward “converts,” but speaks of 
them as “inquirers.”). In a large room 
back of the platform there were seats 
for all and Counselors and Advisors to 
help all who came. It is the rule for 
women to deal with girls and woraen, 
and men to deal with boys and men. 
These Counselors and Advisors had at- 
tended classes once a week for nine 
weeks prior to the campaign and there 
they had received instruction according 
to the Navigators’ system, under the 
leadership of Charles Riggs, Lorne 
Sanny, and Dan Piatt, These Counselors 
and Advisors answer questions, explain 
clearly and simply the way of salva- 
tion according to the Scriptures, and 
seek to lead the inquirers definitely to 
Christ and to the daily habit of Bible 
study and prayer. 

On the first night of the campaign, 
Wednesday, nearly every seat in Madi- 
son Square Garden, with the exception 
of perhaps a couple of hundred above 
the choir, was taken, meaning that there 
were over 18,000 people present. On the 
second night, Thursday, there were more 
empty seats, but the auditorium looked 


fairly full; and the number of people 
who came forward at the close seemed 
to be about 500. On the first night Billy 
Graham announced publicly that they 
had never before had so many people 
present or so many people coming for- 
ward at their opening meeting. 

Prayer is the power behind these 
great meetings in New York City. On 
an earlier occasion when I was with 
Billy Graham, I saw a typewritten list 
of over forty countries in which prayer 
groups are being held for this cam- 
paign; 4,000 were held regularly in the 
New York area; 600 groups met in Eng- 
land, one in the House of Parliament 
bringing together 130 men. Billy had 
often asked that New York City might 
be “the most prayed for city in the 
world,” and evidently that is the case. 
The Graham meetings are scheduled to 
go on for at least six weeks, and may 
continue longer, if the Lord so leads. 
It is certainly a time when Christians 
all over the world should unite in 
prayer; that Billy Graham may be given 
the physical strength needed for his 
strenuous campaign, that he may be 
filled with the Spirit as he preaches 
seven nights a week, that thousands of 
souls may be saved in New York City, 
and that God may see fit to give us 
showers of blessing once again before 
the second coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Touring to Hawaii 
(Continued from page 457) 
largest. The Hotel Biltmore will be 
home for the travelers, with rooms and 
bath, and here again fine sight-seeing 
trips are part of the itinerary of the 
tour. Westlake Park, Wilshire Boule- 
vard, the Sunset Strip, Beverly Hills 


homes, the University of California, 
Bel-Air, Brentwood, the Riviera, and 
Santa Monica will be. visited. The 


nation’s most beautiful and unique cem- 
etery, Forest Lawn, will also be visited, 
particularly to see Jan Styka’s master- 
piece, “The .Crucifixion,” which is the 
world’s largest painting, 190 by 45 feet. 
Also, the “Last Supper” window will 
be seen. Both of these sights will be 
long-remembered, inspiring experiences. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of the Trmes, 
and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour, and a card addressed to him at 
The Sunday’ School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, request- 
ing an attractive illustrated folder, will 
bring all details and costs of this tour. 


At every time, in every place, about 
every matter, if you feel heavy-laden, 
pause, at once, come to Jesus and rest. 
—Hudson Taylor. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
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tional; and with each order of $3 or 
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Israel in the Spotlight. By Charles 
Lee Feinberg, Th.D., Ph.D. (Scripture 
Press, Chicago 5; $2.50.) The author, a 
highly respected Christian Hebrew 
scholar, purposes to re-emphasize Scrip- 
tural love for Israel, “truly beloved 
for the Father’s sake.” To accomplish 
his purpose he points out the evil as 
well as the good in Israel’s history. 
God’s judgments as well as His bless- 
ings are reviewed. This the author 
does by outlining major prophecies and 
historical events. The book gives Is- 
rael’s present status with God as that 
of rejection, determined by their re- 
jection of their Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. He is careful to point out, how- 


ever, that Israel continues to be loved 
of God. The day is coming when as a 
nation Israel] will be restored to the 
place of glory and blessing among the 
nations, for when the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes the second time Israe] will be- 
lieve in Him and will repent and will 
be His witnesses on the earth. A strong 
Scriptural challenge and encourage- 
ment for Jewish evangelism is given 
and also reasons for the task being dif- 
ficult. The half-hearted attempt on the 
part of the Christian Church to evan- 
gelize Israel is described as a step-child 
effort. 

Thought-provoking statements are to 
be found in every chapter of the book. 
It is Scripturally sound and it is of 
special interest today because of world 
events. Prophecy is being fulfilled be- 
fore our very eyes. 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 23 
4. Saying “Yes” and Living “No” 
(Jas. 1:6-8; 4:8) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 


EW of us have a very high regard 

for those upon whom we cannot de- 
pend, who say one thing and do another 
—those who say one thing today and 
something quite different tomorrow, or, 
who readily make all sorts gf promises 
and never seem to live up to them or 
to be very much concerned when they 
do not. In every walk of life it is re- 
freshing to find individuals whose word 
can be depended upon absolutely. One 
of the greatest assets a young man or a 
young woman can have when he or she 
enters the business world is dependabil- 
ity. Management is eagerly looking for 
those who will do what they promise, or, if 
they find themselves unable to do so 
through circumstances over which they 
have no control, will go to the one to 
whom they gave their word and explain 
why they cannot keep it. 

py 

And, in the Christian life, depend- 
ability is also an important eharacter- 
istic. Nothing is more discouraging to 
Christians, or more offensive to unbe- 
lievers, than to see a professing fol- 
lower of Christ exhibiting conduct that 
is not consistent with his profession. It 
is fitting, therefore, that this fourth and 
last topic in the series “Watch Your 
Step,” which we have been following, 
should warn us against saying “Yes” to 
Christ and living “No,” claiming to trust 
Christ and to follow Him, and yet show- 
ing in our lives distrust and a disposi- 
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tion to follow our own way and to 
please ourselves. . 

ve 

Yet every one of us who has accepted 

Christ as our Saviour and who has set 
out to live a Christian life has found 
that there are times when he does not 
live like a follower of Christ should. 
Paul had just such an experience, and 
he tells about it in Romans 7. He de- 
scribes his experience in these words, 
“That which I do I allow not [or, know 
not]: for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I... . For the 
good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do” (vs. 15, 
19). This conflict went on until Paul 
cried out, “O wretched man that I am! 
who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death [or, out of this body of 
death]”? (v. 24.) 

ve 

Paul found, and we shall find it so 

today, that this conflict within ourselves 
comes because of two natures—the one 
being the old, natural man, inherited 
from Adam—the nature whose tendency 
is always to do contrary to God’s will; 
and the other being the new or divine 
nature receivéd when a person accepts 
Christ and is born again. When we ac- 
cept Christ, God does not somehow fix 
us up so that we shall never have any 
disposition to sin, or so that we cannot 
sin. He does, however, make provision 
that the sinful tendency of our old 
nature may be counteracted by the new 
life from above. 

se 


Paul found that the answer to deliv- 
erance from the old nature is Christ 
(v. 25), and we, too, will find deliver- 
ance in this same way. “Reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto G6d through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof. 
Neither yield ye your members as in- ~ 
struments of unrighteousness unto sin: 
but yield yourselves unto God, as those 
that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteous- 
ness unto God” (Rom, 6:11-13). The 
Christian life is not to be a battle, or 
struggle, in which we must engage, 
‘sometimes victorious and sometimes de- 
feated, but rather it is to be a yielding 
to Christ and letting Him fight the bat- 
tles for us. We are no match for temp- 
tation or for the old nature, but He is, 
and He will win the victory for us if 
we will let Him. 

bd ‘ 

But let us not mistakenly think that 
there is nothing for us to do. Victory 
over the old nature is no passive, do- 
nothing matter. If we are to yield com- 
,pletely to Christ, we must do our part 
in vigilance, in prayer, in the reading 
or study of God’s Word, and in mo- 
ment-by-moment trust, as our topic 
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verses from James 1 and 4 indicate. 
Thus we’give Christ the opportunity to 
fight the battle for us. 

God's plan for our Christian walk is 
not a somehow or up-and-down experi- 
ence, but a triumphant, consistent life 
that is Christ (Phil. 1:21), single- 
minded and positive in deed as well as 
in word. Will you give Him the oppor- 
tunity to live His life in you? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, B.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 17 to 23 


Mon., June 17.—Gen. 39:1-6. 
A Prisoner Gains High Position. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The Lord was 
with Joseph, and he was a prosperous 
man. . . . And his master saw that the 
Lord was with him, and that the Lord 
made all that he did to prosper in his 
hand.” God’s ways with His servants 
are better than they first appear. He 
lifts up, puts down, and then lifts up, 
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as suits His holy and gracious purposes. 
Think of the glorious promises God ful- 
filled in the life of Joseph! Be encour- 
aged in: your troubles, Remember the 
glorious latter end of Bible saints. Be 
not discouraged or faint in your mind. 
Pray for the Back to the Bible Broad- 
cast, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Tues., June 18.—Gen. 39:19-23. 
Making Good in a-Bad Situation. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “The keeper of 
the prison looked not to any thing that 
was under his hand; because the Lord 
was with him, and that which he did, 
the Lord made it to prosper.” The 
plight of a child of God is no problem 
for God. ‘He turns evil into good. Sor- 
row opens the way for great divine con- 
solation. God knows best how to com- 
bine favorable circumstances with life’s 
worst conditions. And those who know 
God will trust Him best when things 
are at their worst. Every occasion in 
life is God’s opportunity for giving 
blessing to obedient souls. Pray for the 
radio Bible Class, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Wed., June 19.—Gen. 40:1-8. 
Interpreter for God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Do not interpre- 
tations belong to God?” God had the 
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(Lesson for June 23) June 8, 1957 


right man, in the right place, at the 
right time, in Joseph. Our blessed Lord 
had the right word, and in season, for 
men. It is His,desire to have the right 
men, in the right spirit, at the right 
time, in pulpits, for the work He wants 
done for the edification, sanctification, 
and ministrations of His people. When 
Moody understood this, he said, “By the 
grace of God, I'll be that man!” God is 
still looking for “interpreters.” Pray 
for the Pocket Testament League, Inc., 
New York. 


Thurs., June 20.—Gen. 41:1-8. 
A Warning of Disaster. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In the morning | 
. his spirit was troubled.” Pharaoh 
feared disaster when he dreamed of 
famine. When there was none to inter- 
pret, it was God’s opportunity to give 
the king a revelation through His 
chosen servant, Joseph. “God moves in 
a mysterious way His wonders to per- 
form.” Circumstances are His stepping- 
stones. Situations are openings for ef- 
fecting His holy purposes. Write Ro- 
mans 8:28 all over your troubles. Pray 
for the Home of Onesiphorus, Chicago. 


Fri., June 21.—Gen. 41:25-36. 
Equal to the Emergency. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace” (vy. 16). 
God uses prepared men. It should be 
our prayer now, that He will prepare 
and present to His church, ministers of 
grace and power, so that revivals can 
spread over the world. This type of 
spiritual leadership was never more 
needed than now. Pray for the South 
America Indian Mission, Inc., West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 


Sat., June 22.—Gen. 41:37-45. 
Joseph Promoted. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Ruler over all 
the land of Egypt.” The Lord manages 
everything in the universe. His provi- 
dence indicates His watch-care and 
handling of things He has made. His 
preservations, protections, and provi- 
sions reveal that His hand is on the 
ways of man, and that He directs all 
events. His holy and righteous hands 
are able to manage your little life. Pray 
for the International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Inc., Atlanta. 


Sun., June 23.—Psa. 105:16-22. 
Remember God’s Wonderful Works. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Until the 
time that his word came: the word 
of the Lord tried him.” Joseph, who 
was able to interpret dreams for 
others, himself was tested regard- 
ing faith in the God-given dreams of 
his own coming greatness. Faith is 
often long tested. The heroes of 
faith in Hebrews 11 all had testings 
concerning “things to come.” Obey 
the Lord’s caution: “And not to 
faint” (Luke 18:1). Pray that your 
faith may not fail under adversity. 











